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Hounds for Heroes 
The Hound Association of Scotland is proud to an-
nounce its support for the newly formed charity 
Hounds for Heroes, whose aim is to provide assis-
tance dogs for members of the armed forces and 
civilian emergency services. They scheduled an addi-
tional class at their Championship Show held on 9th 
April 2011 in Kelso, The Hounds for Heroes Stakes. 
All the entry fees from this class were donated to the charity as well as fund 
raising on the day. 
Hound Association of Scotland Secretary Drew Littlejohn said ’We  hope to 
raise a four figure sum, as well as showing the generous side of dog show-
ing.’ 
As the day progressed the total rose and a cheque for £1000.00 was com-
pleted for the photo call. However, when the final tally was done a superb 
£1355.00 had been raised including £150 donated by Compass. 

ILA Audit 
Once again we have received our an-
nual audit from the Compliance Exec-
utive of Skills Development Scotland. 
And once again we passed with flying 
colours and no recommendations or 
adverse observations. 
A big thank you goes to all those who 
work year round to maintain this high 
standard, particularly our registrar 
Sandra Mayson whose administrative 
skills are second to none! Thank you 
also to our dedicated team of tutors 
who do such stirling work. 

Unfortunately the ‘eagle-eyed’ readers of the Messenger will have noticed the lack of a Winter publication. This 
was due to the editor being on sick leave following some fairly short notice major surgery. He is now back in the 
chair on a part-time basis and wishes to thank all those who sent cards and emails wishing him a speedy 
recovery. Unfortunately there is to be more surgery in May but hopefully the Summer Edition will not be 
delayed. Meanwhile here is our Spring edition, we hope you enjoy it. Don’t forget that articles of interest are 
always welcome. 

 New course accredited 
We are pleased to an-
nounce that the Profes-
sional Pet Care and Veteri-
nary Practice Assistant 
course is now accredited 
by Lantra Awards. This 
course has been devel-
oped for those who want 
to work with animals in a 
range of professional 
settings including in a vet-
erinary practice. 

We were recently approached by the Dumfries and Gallo-
way Canine Rescue Centre and asked if we were willing to 
provide sponsorship for their annual Fun Day Dog Show 
which is to be held on the 28th May. 

This year sees the reinstatement of the obedience competition and Compass has agreed to sponsor the three 
classes to be held for this event. For more information please see: www.caninerescue.co.uk. 

Compass Black Grouse doing well 
Last year we reported on the Arran Black Grouse reintroduc-
tion project and how we had acquired a pair of the birds 
from Belgium to add to the efforts being made on the island.  
Sadly the hen died shortly 
after arrival but we man-
aged to source another bird 
and the pair are doing very 
well. Hopefully all the court-
ship behaviour that is cur-
rently going on will trans-
late into eggs to boost the 
numbers on Arran. 



P A G E  2  

Capercaillie makes a comeback in Scottish forests  
 

Year-on-year increases for the past four years 
The quirky capercaillie is thriving in Scotland, responding well to 
conservation attempts to boost numbers. 
Forestry Commission Scotland's efforts to support and monitor the 
birds has resulted in the fourth consecutive increase in the number 
of capercaillie males displaying at ‘lek' sites on the national forest 
estate. Kenny Kortland, Species Ecologist for the Commission, said: 
‘We've put over ten years of work into managing forests in ways 
that will improve the conditions for capercaillie. Over the past six, 
we've really focussed on monitoring the results of that effort in 
forest blocks where this amazing bird occurs.  
‘Looks as if all the hard work is paying off' ‘During that time we've 
recorded higher numbers than we did ten years ago, but the past 
four years have given us an unbroken year-on-year increase in 
numbers. If you think that back in 2000 we only counted 31 lekking 
cocks, and this year we counted 27 active leks and a total of 61 
lekking cocks, it looks like all the hard work is paying off.' 

Rubbish can be dangerous to wildlife  

 
 
A fox was recently rescued after getting 
his head wedged inside a discarded water-
ing can for at least two days. The en-
trapped animal was spotted in an agitated 
state running around in the back garden 
of a bungalow in Solihull, near Birming-
ham.  
The RSPCA was called and found the ani-
mal so firmly stuck in the plastic container 

that it took two officers to prise out the animal's fur, a bit at a time, so they 
could force it off his head and free him. Following the release, the adult male 
fox was held with a grasper so that the inspectors could check he was not in-
jured in any way and did not need veterinary attention. 
The fox was lucky this time as was the cow pictured above but it just goes to illustrate that we all need to be vigilant and 
remove potentially dangerous items that less aware individuals may have carelessly dumped in the countryside.  

 

 

A fox was rescued after getting its head stuck in  
a discarded watering can. Credit RSPCA 

Police raid guinea pig 'cannabis factory' 

put the heater inside because she was concerned they 
would get cold. 

Embarrassed police have issued an apology to a mother 
after officers swooped on her house thinking she had 
turned it into a cannabis factory - and found an electric 
heater for her two guinea pigs 'Simon' and 'Kenny'. 
The officers had been alerted when a police helicopter 
picked up a hotspot on the roof of Pam's garage and as-
sumed it was a drug den, when in fact it was a cosy home 
for her loveable pets. 
West Yorkshire Police obtained a search warrant believing 
they had uncovered a specialist heating system designed to 
grow cannabis. 
Simon and Kenny belong to Pam's ten-year-old son Jack. 
They have lived in her garage for three months and she had 
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Mistaken identity: Simon shares the cosy garage with his fellow 
guinea pig Kenny 
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Vampire flying frog. From the far jungles of Vietnam Rhacophorus vampyrus - the Vam-
pire Flying Frog - has emerged as a strange new species of frog, recently discovered by 
Australian Museum scientist Dr Jodi Rowley. 
 
This unusual frog has adapted for life in trees, using webbed fingers and toes for moving 
from great heights and gliding, hence the ‘flying frog' name. But it's the strange black 
‘fangs' the species' tadpoles display which have earned it a vampire nickname. The new 
species is known only to inhabit a high-elevation area of forest in southern Vietnam, 

breeding in holes in trees. 

New species of ‘vampire’ flying frog discovered in Vietnam 

    Vampire Flying Frog. © Jodi J L Rowley/Australian Museum. 

Atlantic Leatherback turtle migration routes revealed 

The epic ocean-spanning journeys of the gigantic Leatherback tur-
tle in the South Atlantic have been revealed for the first time 
thanks to groundbreaking research using satellite tracking. 
Experts at the Centre for Ecology and Conservation (Cornwall) at 
the University of Exeter led a five-year study to find out more 
about these increasingly rare creatures and inform conservation 
efforts. 
The research has shed new 
light on the little-known 
migration behaviour of 
these animals - following 
their movement from the 
world's largest breeding 
colony in Gabon, Central 
Africa, as they returned to 
feeding grounds across the 
South Atlantic.  
Out of 25 females studied 
in the new research, three 
migratory routes were 
identified - including one 

7,563km (4,699 mile) journey straight across the 
South Atlantic from Africa to South America.  
Other routes still involved large distances, as they 
moved from Gabon to food-rich habitats in the 
southwest and southeast Atlantic and off the coast 
of Central Africa. They will stay in these areas for 2-

5 years to build up the reserves to reproduce, 
when they will return to Gabon once again.  
Dr Matthew Witt said: "Despite extensive re-
search carried out on Leatherbacks, no-one has 
really been sure about the journeys they take in 
the South Atlantic until now. What we've 
shown is that there are three clear migration 
routes as they head back to feeding grounds 
after breeding in Gabon, although the numbers 
adopting each strategy varied each year. We 
don't know what influences that choice yet, but 
we do know these are truly remarkable jour-
neys - with one female tracked for thousands of 
miles travelling in a straight line right across the 
Atlantic." 

Leatherbacks can weigh up to 1 tonne. Photo credit M Witt 

A species of fork-marked lemur believed to be new to science has been discovered in the 
dry forests of Madagascar. There are currently four species of the genus Phaner and this 
one should be the fifth. 
Dr. Russ Mittermeier, world renowned primate expert and President of Conservation In-
ternational, first spotted the animal in 1995 during an expedition to Daraina, a protected 
area in the northeast of Madagascar.  
Mittermeier led an expedition of scientists, including geneticist Ed Louis from the Omaha 
Zoo, and a film crew from the BBC's Natural History Unit to the same area, where they 
managed to track down the fork-marked lemur. 
Since it has very restricted range, it is likely that this will turn out to be an endangered or 
critically endangered species, even though it has been not been formally described yet. 
Madagascar is the only country where lemurs are found. They are forest-dwelling and are 
under serious threat. Since almost all of Madagascar's forests have been destroyed, there 
is a real sense of urgency to find and catalogue the lemurs that are left, but more im-
portantly to save their habitat, which are the source of food and income for people. 

New species of lemur discovered in Madagascar  

http://biosciences.exeter.ac.uk/cec/
http://www.wildlifeextra.com/go/good/conservation-international.html
http://www.wildlifeextra.com/go/good/conservation-international.html
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Pisco the Therapy Llama 

 
Terminally ill patients in a Colorado hospice are getting 
an unexpected visitor: a 13-year-old llama pal. Pisco’s 
monthly visits are part of an animal therapy program. 
The Hospice of Saint John Pisco is the second oldest in 
the nation and serves on average 200 people at a time 
regardless of their ability to pay. 
It would be interesting to consider how this might be 
regarded in the UK. 

find the corpses of people 
who have disappeared in 
remote areas. 
"It was a colleague of mine 
who got the idea from 
watching a nature pro-
gramme," policeman Rainer 
Herrmann said. "If it works, 
time could be saved when 
looking for dead bodies be-
cause the birds can cover a 
much vaster area than sniff-
er dogs or humans." 

Sherlock with his handler Alonso 

With a face like a turkey, a blood-
red head, big beady eyes and 
large curved beak, Sherlock the 
vulture is no oil painting. 
But police in Germany are hoping 
the bird could be the latest, low-
tech weapon in their armoury: 
they want to harness Sherlock's 
incredible sense of smell to locate 
the dead bodies that sniffer dogs 
can't reach. 
They want to attach global posi-
tioning system (GPS) tracking de-
vices to Sherlock and get him to 

Turkey vulture training to find dead bodies. 

Whale navigation skills 'a mystery' 
 
Scientists used satellite technology to track 16 tagged whales as 
they migrated thousands of kilometres northwards from the 
South Atlantic and South Pacific. 
For several days at a time they swam legs of their journey - 
often covering more than 1,000 kilometres - with unswerving 
accuracy. 
Most of the whales maintained an almost dead-straight course, 
deviating by less than one degree. This was despite the effects 
of weather and ocean currents. 
"Such remarkable directional precision is difficult to explain by 
established models of directional orientation." The researchers 
led by Dr Travis Horton from the University of Canterbury wrote 
in the Royal Society journal Biology Letters. 
Most long-
distance travel-
ling animals 
are believed to 
navigate using 
a compass 
based either 
on the Earth's 
magnetic field, 
or the position 
of the sun. 
But neither method can account for the extraordinary naviga-
tional ability of humpback whales, said the scientists. 

UK Wolf Conservation Trust day. 
 

Following the great success of the last two year’s visits 
to the UKWCT and the walk with wolves it is now be-
coming an annual event and is being repeated this year 
on the 25th September. For details see the information 

at the end of this newsletter under forthcoming events. As with last year 
places will be filled on a first come first served basis.  
It really is a great day out so book early as places are limited. 
Those who take advantage of this very special day will have the oppor-
tunity of meeting Motomo (pictured here),  the Trust’s latest addition. 
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African Wild Dogs return to the Masai Mara 
 

Since the 1980s African Wild dogs have been locally extinct on the 
plains of the Masai Mara, driven out and killed by human activity. A 
couple of sightings were rumoured in 2008 but then nothing until 
December 2010. 
Kicheche Mara's head guide, Daniel Ntoyian, was returning from a 
local airstrip transfer. Right outside Kicheche camp he spotted two 
dogs. Hunting. Wild dogs do not ambush their prey like the other 
principal predators; they are coursing animals, like jackals and hye-
nas, and will chase prey for many miles to exhaust them. In this case 

they had singled out a 
Thomson's gazelle 
fawn and ran it down 
in quick time. 
African Wild dogs, also 
sometimes called Afri-
can Hunting dogs or 
Painted dogs, are pack 
animals. Each pack has 
male and female hier-
archies; the oldest fe-
males are the alpha 
‘dogs’, but for the 
males, the situation is 
more variable. Only 
the alpha female will 

produce litters, sometimes 
very large ones, with as many as 15 or even more sometimes record-
ed, though 10 is a more usual number. The whole pack is tasked with 
feeding and protecting the litter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Salati, a ten-month-old leopard, and her best friend, golden 
retriever Tommy, like nothing more than to run amok be-
fore settling down for a friendly cuddle.  
The odd couple were reared together at Glen Afric Country 
Lodge near Pretoria in South Africa .  
Animal wrangler Richard Brooker, 23, raised Salati and takes 
her and family dog Tommy for their daily exercise together.  
Each morning, he walks them on his family's 1,850-acre es-
tate and then lets them run free to their hearts' content.  

He said: 'Wherever you see one the other is right behind. 
They are inseparable and both have lots of energy so they 
get the exercise they both need together.  
Rescued as an orphaned cub, Salati was donated by a local 
vet to the family-run country retreat, which helps to reha-
bilitate injured and destitute animals.  
As a cub Salati was much smaller than friendly Tommy, 
who weighs 18lb.  
But the fast-growing predator now packs a bigger punch 
at a hefty 40lb, more than twice the weight of her excita-
ble dog friend.  
Mr Brooker added: 'Dogs need to walk and going out with 
Tommy for a ramble in the bushes means Salati develops 
properly into a fit adult leopard.  
'When we first received Salati she was tiny and Tommy 
could chase her around. But now with Salati matching him 
for weight the tables have turned.  
'It's all fun and games and they love playing together.  
'But dogs aren't used to being chased by cats almost the 
same size as them. I think it was a shock for him when she 
started doing the chasing but it's fun to see them explor-
ing together.'  

Salati and Tommy—best of friends 

 

The Sierra Nevada red fox was thought to be extinct.  

 
A DOG has been booked for illegal parking. 

 

The blue heeler was tied to a fence outside Rapid 
Creek Market (Australia) when it was approached 
by two Darwin City Council traffic wardens. 
One of the inspectors wrote out a ticket – and 
taped it to the dog's lead. Witness Ray McEvoy said 
he couldn't believe his eyes. "I watched an elderly 
lady and her very faithful blue heeler roll up at the 
market," he said. 
"The lady tied the dog to the fence and gave him a 
bowl full of water. "And off she went into the mar-
kets. 
"Then two traffic inspectors came along. They had 
a bit of a talk and, to my amazement, wrote out a 
warning infringement notice for the dog and taped 
it to his lead . 
Mr McEvoy said the dog was tied to a fence well 
away from the foodstalls. 
“It was on a path rarely used,” he said. “And the 
owner made sure the dog was in the shade.” 
“It wasn’t in distress at all. In fact, it was the most 
placid blue heeler I’ve seen in my life.” 
Mr McEvoy, who runs a commercial cleaning busi-
ness, said the booking caused quite a stir.  
The dog owner was last seen marching off in pur-
suit of the parking inspectors. 



 
What are the signs my dog has lungworm? 

Dogs of all ages and breeds can become infected with lungworm. However, 
younger dogs seem to be more prone to picking up the parasite. Dogs 
known to eat slugs and snails should also be considered high risk. 
Lungworm infections can result in a number of different signs which may 
easily be confused with other illnesses. If your dog is displaying any of the signs below, consult your veterinary surgeon imme-
diately. 
 Breathing problems 
 Poor blood clotting 
 General sickness 
 Changes in behaviour 
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Dog saved from floating home  
3 weeks after tsunami 

 

A dog that survived in a house swept away to 
sea by the devastating Japan tsunami was 
saved by a coast guard rescue team flying 
over an island of debris three weeks after the 
event 
Local television showed an aerial view of a 
brown medium-sized dog trotting around the 
roof of the house — the only part of it floating 
above water — before disappearing inside 
through a broken section of the roof. 
The coast guard rescuers, thinking there 
might also be people alive inside the house, 
lowered one of their team onto the roof. He 
tried to coax the dog out, but then went in 
after tearing a wider opening. He came out 
with the dog in his arms and they were trans-
ported back to safety by boat. 

Forthcoming Events 

Dr Karen Overall, author of "Clinical Behavioural Medicine 
for Small Animals", is the guest speaker on the Vet Plus 

Autumn lecture Tour. Includes venues at London, Birming-
ham, Manchester and Glasgow from October 18th – Octo-

ber 21st and at Bristol, Plymouth, Exeter, Taverham, South-
ampton. Brentwood, Swindon, Nottingham and Stoke. Sub-
ject "The Diagnosis and management of Cognitive Dysfunc-
tion" from November18th – December 9th. For details con-

tact VetPlus 01253 667422 or e-mail for a booking form 
info@vetplus.co.uk 

Patricia B. McConnell, Ph.D 
10th and 11th September, 2011 - Craiglockhart 

Campus, Napier University, Edinburgh 
Day 1 Canine Aggression and related problems 
Day 2 Based on her latest book ‘For the Love of a Dog’ 

For more information see: 
www.action4dogs.co.uk/patricia_mcconnell.htm 

 

www.compass-education.co.uk 

compass.ed@btinternet.com 

Compass Education Ltd 
The Animal Study Centre, Moss End, 

Corsock, Castle Douglas DG7 3ED 

Tel: 0845 458 5981 (local rate) 

UKWCT / Compass 

Study day 
 

Sunday 25th September 2011 

09.45 – 16.00 

at 

UK Wolf Centre 

Beenham, Reading 

Get up close and personal with the wolves 
 

For more information and booking places email or tele-

phone Compass (see below). 

This lovely poem was submitted by one of our students, Alan Read 

Old Brock 
 

When daylight fades and darkness falls, the ancient wood resounds to noc-
turnal calls.  
From his ancient sett old Brock does emerge and makes his way to the 
woodland verge. 
Snuffling and snuffling he looks for food and from the ancient sett appears 
his brood. 
Led by the sow the cubs they do follow as she leads them into the wood-
land hollow. 
The sow goes shuffling on her way but all the cubs want to do is play. 
Old Brock the badger rejoins his clan but he is alerted by the smell of man. 
The sow and cubs retreat to the sett, for man before old Brock has met. 
The scars the old badger bears from fights before, the memories chill old 
brock to the core. 
Time passes and all is quiet in the ancient wood, Brock wonders were these 
men bad or good. 
Old Brock leaves the sett and sniffs the air, the whereabouts of the men he 
knows not where. 
Then all of a sudden the men appear but old Brock and his clan need not 
fear. 
For these men are woodland rangers and will protect old Brock and his clan 
from any dangers. 

There are some dogs which don’t initially show outward signs of lungworm infection. 
Your veterinary surgeon can perform tests which may help detect if your dog is infected 
with the lungworm parasite, if you are concerned. 

mailto:info@vetplus.co.uk



