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Compass would like to thank our students for the patience and understanding they have shown during the difficult Covid situa-
tion. Due to restrictions placed on working practices the main office has been limited to one member of staff in at a time. The 
office staff have been truly amazing working around the limitations imposed on them and there have been very few delays in 
processing new students, organising internal certificates and NCFE certificates when appropriate. The amount of work involved 
for each new registration should not be underestimated as we try to provide a very personal service.  
Our gratitude is also extended to our tutors who have worked hard to ensure that the increased number of registrations over 
the last 18 months does not impact on waiting times for work to be marked. We also welcome a new tutor to Compass, Michelle 
Bliss has joined us to help with the increased workload, particularly with the more advanced courses. It can be difficult starting a 
new job but Michelle has fitted in well with very few teething problems. Long may she continue to be with us. 
Our work to create a more wildlife friendly environment is now showing results. We have planted hundreds of mixed conifers 
and deciduous trees, dug ponds and created wetland areas over 12 acres.  

Government’s new animal care plan 
Microchipping pet cats will become compulsory under a 
wide-ranging new animal welfare bill. 
Environment Secretary George Eustice told the BBC the 
policy would be monitored by vets and enforced in the 

same way as it is for dogs, which he said has led to over 
90% compliance.  
The bill will also formally recognise the sentience of 
many animals. Mr Eustice said this measure was aimed 
at pets and livestock, rather than wild animals. 
The government's Action Plan for Animal Welfare also 
includes measures to ban exporting live animals for 
slaughter, the keeping of primates as pets and importing 
hunting trophies. In addition, the government will look 
at banning the sale of foie gras, a food made from the 
livers of force-fed ducks or geese.  

Covid and animal welfare 
Well into the second year of working around the effects of the 
pandemic the pet care industry has changed dramatically and 
as life gradually starts to return to something resembling the 
way it was back in 2019 it continues to change. Pet ownership 
has increased considerably, particularly dogs which means that 
the industry supporting it has been one of those that has seen 
a boom in trade but all is not necessarily rosy. Animal rescue 
charities are reporting a huge increase in abandoned pets as 
people discover the responsibilities and costs involved in keep-
ing them and this is at a time when their fund raising efforts 
have been severely curtailed resulting in a dramatic loss of 
income to cope with the increased workload. Worries are be-
ing expressed about the long term consequences of a genera-
tion of young dogs that have been inadequately socialised or 
trained and the possible increase in incidents involving dog 
bites. Sadly the darker side of the pet world has not been slow 
to capitalise on the huge profits to be made out of illegal activi-
ty. There has already been a significant rise in dog thefts and 

now it seems that 
microchips are also 
being removed to 
avoid being traced as 
the price of puppies 
has seen a rise of up 
to four times pre-
covid levels. 
Calls for changes in 
the laws surrounding 

dog theft and  are being heard by the UK governments and a 
number of reviews have been announced in Westminster and 
Holyrood. 
One major step forward was marked by the rejected appeal 
against a Defra proposal to ban shock collars in February 2018. 
The legal challenge to government policy failed and after three 
years of legal arguments including and appeal against the origi-
nal decision such a ban can be implemented.  

We now regularly see 
deer, dozens of spe-
cies of birds along 
with frogs, toads, 
lizards and newts, 
even adders not to 
forget the wide range 
of insects including 
dragonflies, damsel flies and some rare bumble bees. 
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Official Compass Study Support Group formed 
 
An official study support group was launched on Facebook for all 
students on level 5 and 6 courses, soon after the launch it was 
also opened to students on the Foundations of Canine Behaviour 
Management course who were considering of progressing on to 
the higher levels. 
The group is closed and those wishing 
to join it may need to quote their 
student number when asking to join. 
For further details see https://
www.facebook.com/
groups/1543852542486513 

 Bees can 'sniff' out COVID-19 in just SECONDS 
  
Dutch researchers have trained bees, which have an unusu-
ally keen sense of smell, to identify samples infected with 
COVID-19, a finding they said could cut waiting times for test 
results to just seconds. 
To train the bees, scientists in the bio-veterinary research 
laboratory at Wageningen University gave them sugary wa-
ter as a reward after showing them samples infected with 
COVID-19. They would get no reward after being shown a 
non-infected sample. 
Having got used to the system, the bees were able to spon-
taneously extend their tongues to receive a reward when 
presented with an infected sample, said Wim van der Poel, a 
professor of virology who took part in the project. 

Horse-riding can improve children's  
cognitive ability 

 
Recent research published in Frontiers in Public Health shows 
that the effects of vibrations produced by horses during horse-
riding lead to the activation of the sympathetic nervous sys-
tem, which improves learning in children.  
So, what is specific in the movement of horse-riding that leads 
to these improvements? One important characteristic of the 
horse steps is that they produce three-dimensional accelera-
tions. The movement of the horse's pelvis may provide motor 
and sensory inputs to the human body. 
The results showed that riding horses greatly improved the 
ability of the children to perform behavioural tasks. This 
means that the act of horse-riding could improve cognitive 
abilities in children. These are brain-based skills of which an 
improvement can lead to enhanced learning, memory and 
problem-solving.  
 
 

 
——————————————————————— 

 

Falcons 'eye makeup' improves hunting ability 
 

Dark 'eyeliner' feathers of peregrine falcons act as sun shields to 
improve the birds' hunting ability, a new scientific study suggests. 
Scientists have long speculated that falcons' eye markings im-
prove their ability to target fast-moving prey, like pigeons and 
doves, in bright sunlight. Now research suggests these markings 
have evolved according to the climate; the sunnier the habitat, 
the larger and darker are the tell-tale dark 'sun-shade' feathers.  
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Wall lizard becomes accustomed to humans 
 

Habituating to predators or fleeing and hiding are tactics that 
vary between species. Scientists from two research centres in 
Italy and Spain have observed that adult male common wall liz-
ards sharing their living spaces with humans become accustomed 
to them and hide less when humans approach them. Yellow liz-
ards were the most "daring."  
Scientists from the Eco-Ethology group of the University of Pavia 
(Italy) and the National Museum of Natural History (CSIC) in Spain 
used the lizards to analyse their reactions to attacks by human 
predators and the strategies they adopt, depending on the local 
risk level.  

The Common wall lizard is similar in appearance although slightly 
larger than the Common Lizard (Zootoca vivipara) found in the 
habitat created around the offices at Compass in South Scotland. 
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Monkeys will use the “accent” of another species when they enter its territory to enhance communication, much like a British per-
son living in the US might forgo their ‘tomahto’ for ‘tomayto, researchers have found. 
Researchers investigated the behaviour of 15 groups of two roughly squirrel-sized primate species in the Brazilian Amazon: pied 

tamarins (Saguinus bicolor) and red-handed tamarins (Saguinus midas). 
By comparing recordings of the acoustic profile or calls of the two spe-
cies in three locations – places inhabited solely by pied tamarins; by red-
handed tamarins; and areas inhabited by both species – the researchers 
found that the red-handed tamarins adopted the calls of their neigh-
bours in the shared region, according to the study published in the Be-
havioural Ecology and Sociobiology journal. 
“The red-handed tamarin call becomes much more like the pied tama-
rin’s – and we think that the reason they do this is because when you’re 
in this shared area and you’re a closely related species, you’re very likely 
to come into competition over resources, because you’ve got a similar 
diet and habitat requirements,” said Dunn. “You need a call that can be 
understood by this other species so that you can regulate territorial 
disputes.” The two species practically speak the same language anyway, 
but they need to understand each other’s accents, he added. 

Monkeys adopt ‘accent’ of other species when in shared territory 

Honey bees cooperate to remove the lid from a sweet drink bottle 
 

This is the incredible moment two honeybees join forces to open a soft drink bottle. 
Footage captured in São Paulo, Brazil, shows the two bees position themselves on either side 
of the bottle and use their legs to push the cap up. 
Just moments later, the bees manage to lift the top off the bottle of sugary drink and watch 
as it falls onto the ground. 
Scientific studies have shed more light on how bees work together and cooperate with each 
other. For example, in 2018, Harvard University researchers revealed how a swarm of bees 
will stick together and move in unison when their nests are rattled. 
They discovered that bees can sense the direction their neighbours are moving in and follow 
the movements of their fellow insects. 
Bees' fondness for all things sweet is well known, but in 2016, scientists at Queen Mary Uni-
versity of London found that drinking a small droplet of sugar water allowed the insects to 
enter an emotional state similar to human optimism.  
Researchers placed food on a blue flower and no food on a green flower - training the bum-
blebees to link certain shades of flower with food. Scientists then confronted the bees with a 
new ambiguous blue-green flower in order to examine their reaction. 
They found that bees that had been given a droplet of sugared water prior to being set 
loose took less time to land on the blue-green flower. Scientists said that this indicated that the sweet water raised the mood of the bees. 

Apes clasp hands while grooming one other   
 

Chimpanzees clasp hands while grooming one another, and each group has its own distinct grip, which researchers say is similar to a 
'secret handshake' in humans. 
The apes are known to be a cultural species, and the new study by University of 
Antwerp scientists focused on hand clasping in two different groups over a period 
of 12 years. 
This is a peculiar social custom among the chimpanzee species which is linked to 
grooming, but only found in a relatively small number of chimp populations. 
The team looked at different styles of handclasp between the two groups and 
found 'group belongingness' is reliability identified based on the style of handclasp 
used. 
This shows chimpanzees can adopt group-specific cultural practices and stick to 
them for extended periods, despite substantial population changes over time.  
For a behaviour to be called 'cultural' scientists generally evaluate on three crite-
ria: emergence through social learning, how it is shared among group members 
and how long it has stuck around within the group, or its longevity.  
There have been a number of studies showing social behaviour in animals, but 
there are very few that did so over a long period of time to show stability and lon-
gevity. One of the few established tool use in wild chimps over a period of 25 
years, showing that used materials remained consistent over time, despite large 
numbers of females leaving the group.  
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Is it safe for our pets to sleep on our beds? 
 

Of the many opinions that polarise pet owners the question of allowing our pets (particularly dogs) to sleep  on the bed is amongst the 
most contentious. Arguments for and against are strong with those against citing poor hygiene and undermining the owners supposed 
position in the household hierarchy. Those for, point out that humans have been sharing their space with their animals for millennia 
and they derive psychological benefits from being close to their pets. 
According to the dog historian and vet Alison Skipper, the balance of arguments change over the centuries. By the late 19th century, 
keeping dogs off the bed became the pet owner’s duty to the dog. The idea was that an outdoor kennel was far better for a dog’s 
health than being choked by a coal fire in a stuffy bedroom. 
As scientific inquiry continued, new reasons to avoid sleeping with dogs emerged in the 20th century. We learned more about the 
threat of disease – super-bug strains of staphylococcus or parasitic infections of mites, ticks or gut-worms, for instance. We also 
learned that co-sleeping risks “spoiling” the dog, apparently unlocking a wolf-like desire to overthrow the owner in a bid for 
“alpha” status. Dogs needed “putting in their place” and that place was absolutely not the human den upstairs. 
The idea that man’s best friend is waiting for its moment to gain top-dog status turned out to have been built on some pretty shaky 

theoretical foundations. And the disease risk associated with co-sleeping 
is far less of an issue than was once thought. 
“There’s no doubt that dogs can carry bacteria and parasites that could 
do us some harm, but generally I think the risk is very low,” says Prof 
James Logan, head of the department of disease control at the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. “You could argue that being 
exposed to some of these organisms might actually do you some good – 
people who have grown up with pets and other animals tend to have 
fewer allergies, for example.” 
Basically, provided you stay up-to-date with worming and flea treat-
ments, you’re good to go if that is what you want.   

Play and meaty food reduce hunting by cats  
 

Hunting by cats is a conservation and welfare concern, but methods to reduce this 
are controversial and often rely on restricting cat behaviour in ways many owners 
find unacceptable. 
The new study -- by the University of Exeter -- found that introducing a premium 
commercial food where proteins came from meat reduced the number of prey 
animals cats brought home by 36%, and also that five to ten minutes of daily play 
with an owner resulted in a 25% reduction. 
"Previous research in this area has focussed on inhibiting cats' ability to hunt, 
either by keeping them indoors or fitting them with collars, devices and deter-
rents," said Professor Robbie McDonald, of Exeter's Environment and Sustainabil-
ity Institute. 
While keeping cats indoors is the only sure-fire way to prevent hunting, some 
owners are worried about the welfare implications of restricting their cat's out-
door access. 

Not just hyenas laugh 
 

 
In a rare example of something that is, in fact, a laughing matter, experts 
have found that at least 65 animal species — including seals and cows — can 
chuckle just like humans. 
Researchers from California combed through past studies of animal behav-
iour, looking for records of vocal play signals that might represent a version 
of laughter. 
The findings, they said, may help us better understand the form and function 
of human laughter, alongside its role the evolution of social behaviour. 
However, they warned, such recordings can be difficult to make, especially 
for those species whose vocalisations tend to be on the quieter side.  
'Paying attention to other species in this way sheds light on the form and 
function of human laughter', the researchers wrote. 
Such findings, they added, also help us 'to better understand the evolution of 
human social behaviour.' 
The full findings of the study were published in the journal Bioacoustics. 
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Dogs act jealously even when they don't see their rival    

 

Dogs appear to be one of the few species that might display jealous behaviours in ways similar to a human child showing jealousy when their 
mother gives affection to another child. In humans, jealousy is closely linked with self -awareness, which is one reason animal-cognition re-
searchers are so interested in studying jealousy and other secondary emotions in animals. 
To test how and when dogs display jealous behaviour, the researchers presented 18 dogs with situations where they could imagine a social 
interaction between their human companion and either a realistic fake dog or a fleece cylinder. The fake dog served as a potential rival for 
attention while the cylinder served as a control. 
In the experiment, the dogs observed the fake-dog rival positioned next to their own-
er. A barrier was then placed between the dog and the potential rival obscuring them 
from view. Despite blocking the line of sight, the dogs forcefully attempted to reach 
their owners when they appeared to stroke the rival fake dog behind the barrier. In a 
repeat experiment using a fleece cylinder rather than a fake dog, the dogs pulled on 
the lead with far less force. 
Through their study, Bastos and her colleagues found that dogs showed three human-
like signatures of jealous behaviour. Jealous behaviour emerged only when their own-
er interacted with a perceived social rival and not an inanimate object; occurred as a 
consequence of that interaction and not due to a potential rival's mere presence; and 
emerged even for an out-of-sight interaction between their owner and a social rival. 
"These results support claims that dogs display jealous behaviour. They also provide 
the first evidence that dogs can mentally represent jealousy-inducing social interac-
tions," said Amalia Bastos with the University of Auckland and lead author on the 
paper.   

 

Dogs' aggressive behaviour towards humans is often caused by fear. 
 
The canine gene research group active at the University of Helsinki surveyed connections between aggressive behaviour and several 

potential risk factors with the help of a dataset encompassing more 
than 9,000 dogs, a sample from a larger dataset from a behavioural 
survey dataset of nearly 14,000 dogs. The study investigated aggres-
siveness towards both dog owners and unfamiliar human beings. 
Dogs were classified as aggressive if they growled often and/or had 
attempted to snap at or bite a human at least occasionally in the 
situations described in the survey. 
"Dogs' fearfulness had a strong link to aggressive behaviour, with 
fearful dogs many times more likely to behave aggressively. Moreo-
ver, older dogs were more likely to behave aggressively than younger 
ones. One of the potential reasons behind this can be pain caused by 
a disease. Impairment of the senses can contribute to making it more 
difficult to notice people approaching, and dogs' responses to sudden 
situations can be aggressive," At the same time, aggressiveness can 
be caused by welfare issues, such as chronic pain," says doctoral 
researcher Salla Mikkola from the University of Helsinki.  

Paw hygiene no reason to ban assistance dogs from hospitals. 
 

According to a UN-agreement and the Dutch law, assistance dogs are welcome in 
stores, hospitals and other public places. However, in practice, many assistance dog 
users and their dogs are regularly refused entry. In the Netherlands, four out of five 
assistance dog users indicate that they regularly experience problems with this. 
Often, hygiene reasons are given as the main argument for refusing entry to assis-
tance dogs. Research by Utrecht University now shows that the paws of assistance 
dogs are cleaner than the shoe soles of their users, and thus, paw hygiene is no rea-
son to ban assistance dogs from hospitals. 
To investigate this, Jasmijn Vos, Joris Wijnker and Paul Overgaauw of Utrecht Univer-
sity's Faculty of Veterinary Medicine took samples from the paws of 25 assistance 
dogs and the shoe soles of their users. For comparison, they also investigated an 
equally large group of pet dogs and their owners. Vos and her colleagues examined 
the samples for poop bacteria (Enterobacteriaceae), which are very common out-
doors, and for an important diarrheal bacteria (Clostridium difficile). 
"The dogs' paws turned out to be cleaner than the soles of their shoes," says Jasmijn 
Vos, Masters student at Utrecht University. "This makes the hygiene argument that is 
often used to ban assistance dogs from public locations invalid. 
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Industry News 

 

 

Dogs trained using aversive stimuli show clear evidence of higher stress levels   
 

Dogs trained using aversive stimuli, which involve punishments for 
incorrect behaviour, show evidence of higher stress levels compared 
to dogs trained with reward-based methods, according to a study 
published in the open-access journal PLOS ONE by Ana Catarina 
Vieira de Castro from the Universidade do Porto, Portugal, and col-
leagues. 
The researchers observed the behaviour of 92 companion dogs from 
7 dog training schools in Portugal that use either aversive methods 
(which use mainly aversive stimuli), reward methods (which focus on 
rewarding desired behaviours), and mixed methods (which combine 
the use of both rewards and aversive stimuli—so-called ‘balanced 
training’). They filmed training sessions and tested saliva samples for 
the stress-related hormone cortisol. Dogs trained using aversive and 
mixed methods displayed more stress-related behaviours, such as 
crouching and yelping, and showed greater increases in cortisol lev-
els after training than dogs trained with rewards. 
The authors also conducted a cognitive bias test in an unfamiliar location outside of the dog's usual training environment with 79 of the 
dogs, to measure their underlying emotional state. They found that dogs from schools using aversive methods responded more pessimis-
tically to ambiguous situations compared with dogs receiving mixed- or reward-based training. The authors add: "This is the first large 
scale study of companion dogs in a real training setting, using the types of training methods typically applied in dog training schools and 
data collected by the research team. The results suggest that the use of aversive training methods, especially in high proportions, should 
be avoided because of their negative impact on dog welfare."  

Classified 

 Director’s Blog 
 

We at Compass have been 
providing courses in the animal 
care sector for longer than 
most. Our experience has led to 
an in-depth knowledge of the 
field of privately provided edu-
cation, accreditation and the 
potential for regulation.  

One of our directors, David Montgomery, has a long standing Blog 
that addresses many of these issues and answers the questions 
that people new to the industry don’t even know to ask. You can 
visit the site at https://davidmontgomeryblog.com 

www.compass-education.co.uk 
compass.ed@btinternet.com 
Compass Education Ltd 
The Animal Study Centre, Moss End, Corsock, Castle 
Douglas DG7 3ED 
Tel: 01644 440601 outside  UK : ++44 1644 440601 
Opening hours for telephone calls:  
Mon, Tue and Thur  10.00 to 15.30.  

 
Jackie Murphy G.Dip ABM / MISAP (beh) / MIfL (QTLS)  

Accredited Animal Behaviourist 
Ambassador of Great Britain for International Society of 
Animal Professionals 
  

Training and behaviour problems with dogs and cats 
 
Email: jackiemurphy2020@hotmail.co.uk 
Tel:              01795-394630       
www.specialistdogtraining.co.uk 

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 
 
Here is a small collection of some of the amusing pictures found in a quick internet search. 
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