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It is said that as you get older time seems to pass more quickly
and this is the only explanation we can think of, given that the
year is accelerating towards an end. Certainly we have been as
busy as ever and the work shows no signs of letting up, not that
we are complaining, as this represents a clear reflection of our
popularity as a course provider. Alongside the administration
work we continue to help with animal welfare issues whenever
we can, our most recent success story was to rescue, rehabilitate and release a young kestrel. It is fair to say that not many
animals have been handed in this year and hope this is a good
sign. Don’t forget the problems associated with fireworks as that
season is now on us, not just with pets but livestock and wild
animals too.

New staff

Speeding up Certification

In the next few weeks we aim to employ a suitably qualified vet nurse with teaching and training experience
who will be responsible for preparing submission documents for accreditation of more courses by NCFE and
Lantra.
Our aim is to eventually have all of our 90 plus courses
accredited by one or the other of these bodies.
An extra member of staff will also mean that we can
make progress on the production of transcripts as there
is currently only a select number of courses that have
them available. We will announce details of new transcripts as they become available but if you have finished
a course in the last two years for which a transcript becomes available email the office with your request.

Organising the registration of students with the various
awarding bodies Compass is associated with is a mammoth
task. On completion of a course, certificates need to be
applied for from either Lantra or NCFE, additionally each
student has a Compass certification to prepare and a course
transcript for many of the courses and also certificates from
other professional bodies.
In the past the whole procedure has taken quite a time,
often up to two months or more but we have developed a
new system to streamline the process which will mean that
we can organise certification comfortably in under a month.
There may be an overlap period when the outdated system
is run down alongside the new system so we ask students to
be patient as now is a particularly busy time for us anyway.

Government funded courses in Scotland
Just a reminder to our readers who live in Scotland
that 54 of our courses qualify for up to £200 funding
under the Individual Learning Account system. If you
are earning under £22,000 a year you can apply for an
account
at:
http://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/
content/ila-scotland-funding-for-you
Courses that qualify are those that are considered to
directly
contribute
towards finding employment. The good
news is that several
more courses will be
put forward for ILA
approval in the coming months so watch
this space.
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New Course News
The new course we announced in the last
issue: Introduction to Herbal and Natural
Remediees for Animals has been endorsed by Dorwest Herbs Ltd. Dorwest are
the leading authority on veterinary herbal
medicine which they have been producing
for over 60 years.
A further addition to our portfolio of courses is the Professional Dog Handler — Essentials. This course is of equal importance to security dog handlers, police dog handlers, service
dog handlers or any other professional dog handler. It covers
aspects of the profession that are not always covered in handler training and is as important to those starting out as it is to
those already working as a handler. The new Canine Nutrition
for Veterinary Nurses has had its first batch of students registered, this course offers 30 hours CPD.
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The Purple Poppy

Autumn Perils to Pets and Wildlife

The purple poppy appeal was
launched by Animal Aid to mark
the animals that died in conflicts
around the world, not just dogs
but elephants, mules, pigeons,
horses and many more.
Animal Aid are keen to emphasise that none of these animals
had a choice and although they
are portrayed as heroes they
were and continue to be true
victims of warfare.
This appeal is being replaced with a purple paw print but limited
stocks are available if anybody wants to buy one. Formore information visit: http://www.animalaidshop.org.uk/accessories

Most will be aware of the issues associated with fireworks
and pets but at this time of year there are many more perils that need to be considered. Some wild funghi, acorns
and conkers (horsechestnuts) are all dangers that tend to
be forgotten, also bonfires prepared days before lighting
make good sites for hedgehogs to prepare for hibernation.
Slugs an snails potentially carry the larvae of the lungworm
and associated risks.
Life comes with risks but simply being vigilant and
thoughtful can significantly minimise them and help to
enjoy the Autumn.

Horses share facial expressions with humans
Horses share many of the same facial expressions as humans and
chimps, researchers have found.
From flaring their nostrils, curling their lip or showing the whites of
their eyes, horses make a lot of the same faces we do, it seems.
They also pucker their lips, pout, raise their chins and blink like us,
the researchers found.
Despite being much more distant relations to us than chimps, horses are highly social creatures.
In the wild, horses are highly social, living in societies comprising
several small groups called bands. It is thought horses’ rich repertoire of facial expressions have evolved to help them communicate
with other horses.
The University of Sussex devised a system called Equine Facial Action Coding (EquiFACS) for coding horse facial expressions and
found 17 discrete facial movements. This compares to 27 in humans, 13 in chimps and 16 in dogs.
Widening the eyes to show the whites is something horses have in
commons with many animals, including humans, who use it to
show fear, the authors write.
Other similar expressions are raising the chin, and the ‘lip pucker’
which differs slightly in
horses as they can only
pucker their lower lipThe
study's co-lead author,
doctoral researcher Jennifer Wathan, said: ‘Horses
are predominantly visual
animals, with eyesight
that's better than domestic
cats and dogs, yet their use
of facial expressions has
been largely overlooked.
‘Despite the differences in
face structure between
horses and humans, we
were able to identify some
similar expressions in relation to movements of the
lips and eyes. What we'll
now be looking at is how
these expressions relate to
emotional states.’
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How birds learn ‘foreign languages’
After only two days of training, fairy wrens learnt to flee
when they heard an alarm call that was foreign to them,
showing that birds can learn to eavesdrop on the calls of
other species.
The biologists trained the fairy-wrens by playing unfamiliar
sounds to them, while throwing a model glider of a predatory bird, a currawong or a sparrowhawk, over them.
After only eight playbacks the birds had learned to flee, while
they did not flee when played unfamiliar sounds that had not
been paired with the gliders.

Many animals get information about danger by eavesdropping on each other, but how they do it has been an ongoing
puzzle.
"Recognizing other species' calls is a remarkable ability, because there are lots of species in a natural community, and
lots of different types of calls. It's like understanding multiple
foreign languages," Professor Magrath said.
The research, led by biologists at The Australian National
University (ANU), could be used to help train captive animals
to recognise signals of danger before they are released in to
the wild.
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Fish really do look after their friendss
When it comes to helping each other out, it turns out that
some fish are better at it than previously thought.
New research from the ARC Centre of Excellence for Coral Reef
Studies at James Cook University has found that pairs of rabbitfishes will cooperate and support each other while feeding.
While such behaviour has been documented
for highly social birds and mammals, it has
previously been believed to be impossible for
fishes.
"We found that rabbitfish pairs coordinate
their vigilance activity quite strictly, thereby
providing safety for their foraging partner,"
says Dr Simon Brandl from the ARC Centre of
Excellence for Coral Reef Studies.’’
"In other words, one partner stays 'on guard'
while the other feeds -- these fishes literally
watch each others' back," Dr Brandl says.
‘’This behaviour is so far unique among fishes
and appears to be based on reciprocal cooperation between pair members."

Reciprocal cooperation, which requires an investment in a partner, which is later reciprocated, is assumed to require complex
cognitive and social skills. Skills that fishes have been deemed
not to have.
‘’Yet, Dr Brandl says their research shows clear coordination
and presents intriguing evidence for reciprocal cooperation
between the rabbitfish pairs.’’
"There has been a long standing
debate about whether reciprocal
cooperation can exit in animals
that lack the highly developed
cognitive and social skills found
in humans and a few species of
birds and primates." Dr Brandl
says.
"By showing that fishes, which
are commonly considered to be
cold, unsocial, and unintelligent,
are capable of negotiating reciprocal cooperative systems, we
provide evidence that cooperation may not be as exclusive as
previously assumed."

Parrot feared extinct for 100 years found in Australia
The elusive night parrot, a species thought to be extinct for about a century, has finally
been captured and tagged in what has been hailed as a ‘holy grail’ moment. Aside
from two dead parrots found over the past 25 years, the night parrot had not been
captured since the 1890s and was presumed extinct by many bird experts.
The ground-dwelling creature, regarded as the world’s most mysterious bird, was
found by researchers on a remote and arid 56,000-hectare stretch of land in Queensland, Australia. The researchers reportedly used camera traps and followed the bird’s
calls before finally capturing it, removing some feathers and attaching an electronic
tag. ‘This is the biggest story of conservation in Australia today,’ said Rob Murphy,
from conservation group Bush Heritage Australia.
Environmentalists have described the endangered Night Parrot as the “holy grail” of
birds because it is one of the world’s rarest species and has proven so difficult to locate. Nocturnal and nomadic, it was first discovered central Australia in 1845 but was
barely seen again until a naturalist claimed to have seen it in 2013 in an unverified
find.

Cats relax to the sound of music
According to research published today in the Journal of Feline Medicine and Surgery by veterinary clinicians at the University of Lisbon
and a clinic in the nearby town of Barreiro in Portugal. Music is also beneficial for cats in the surgical environment but not all music is
equal in this respect -- cats, it seems, benefit most from classical music.
The clinicians studied 12 female pet cats undergoing surgery for neutering, and recorded their respiratory rate and pupil diameter at
various points to gauge their depth of anaesthesia. The cats, which had
been fitted with headphones, were meanwhile exposed to 2 minutes of
silence (as a control), followed randomly by 2 minutes each of Barber's
'Adagio for Strings (Opus 11)', Natalie Imbruglia's 'Thorn' and AC/DC's
'Thunderstruck'.
The results showed that the cats were in a more relaxed state (as determined by their lower values for respiratory rate and pupil diameter) under
the influence of classical music, with the pop music producing intermediate values. By contrast, the heavy metal music produced the highest values, indicating 'a more stressful situation'. The clinicians concluded that
the use of certain music genres in the surgical theatre may allow a decrease in the dose of anaesthetic agent required, in turn reducing the risk
of undesirable side effects and thus promoting patient safety.
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How the stick insect sticks (and unsticks) itself
New research from David Labonte and Dr Walter Federle in the University of Cambridge's Department of Zoology shows the fluid
found on insects' feet does not help them adhere to vertical and inverted surfaces, as previously thought, but may in fact help them to
unstick their feet more easily to allow greater control over their sticking power. "It has generally been assumed that the fluid on their
feet must be involved in helping insects like stick insects adhere to a surface by capillary and viscous forces -- in the same way that a
beer glass will stick to a glass table if it's wet on the bottom," explains Labonte, lead author of the study published in Soft Matter,"but
our research shows that the fluid is likely used for something else
entirely -- it may even help insects unstick their feet."
So what is this fluid for?
Labonte and Federle believe it may act as a 'release layer' to help
insects unstick their feet when they want to move. "If you think of
commercial adhesives, like Scotch tape, there are often bits of tape
or residue left behind when you remove it quickly. But a stick insect
needs to be able to unstick its feet without expending a lot of energy
or leaving bits of its foot still stuck to a leaf," explains Federle."The
fluid may act as a lubricant to make detachment easier, giving insects
greater control over adhesion at very short timescales."

Land mine victim gets prosthetic leg
A three-limbed elephant in Thailand was given a new lease of life when it was fitted with a brand new prosthetic leg.
Mosha, the nine-year-old female elephant, lost her leg when she stepped on a
landmine back in 2006.
The MaeYao National Reserve in Lampang, who claim to have built the
world’s first elephant hospital, has attached five prosthetic limbs to Mosha
since her arrival.
Brought to the hospital at seven-months-old, Mosha became the first elephant in the world to be fitted with an artificial leg.
Since then her continued growth has resulted in staff building a number of
increasingly stronger bespoke legs to help support the animal's weight.
In the video the three-legged elephant is initially shown struggling to walk
around the enclosure before it rests its stump on a wooden rail.
Staff approach it with the artificial leg and after pulling on a sock, attach it to
the elephant’s stump. Walking off further into the enclosure, Mosha, who
appears visibly pleased with the leg, can be seen scooping up sand in her
trunk and throwing it over herself obviously not stressed with her situation.

Crocodiles are shrewd hunters
A University of Tennessee, Knoxville, researcher has found that
some crocodiles use lures to hunt their prey.
Vladimir Dinets, a research assistant professor in the Department of Psychology, is the first to observe two crocodilian
species--muggers and American alligators--using twigs and
sticks to lure birds, particularly during nest-building time.
The research is published in the journal Ethology, Ecology and
Evolution. Dinets' research is the first report of tool use by any
reptiles, and also the first known case of predators timing the
use of lures to a seasonal behaviour of the prey--nest-building.
Dinets first observed the behaviour when he spotted crocodiles lying in shallow water along the edge of a pond in India
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with small sticks or twigs positioned across their snouts. The behaviour potentially fooled nest-building birds wading in the water for
sticks into thinking the sticks were floating on the water. The crocodiles remained still for hours and if a bird neared the stick, they
would lunge.
"This study changes the way crocodiles have historically been
viewed," said Dinets. "now they are known to exhibit flexible multimodal signaling, advanced parental care and highly coordinated
group hunting tactics."
The observations could mean the behavior is more widespread within the reptilian group and could also shed light on how crocodiles'
extinct relatives--dinosaurs--behaved.
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What can you tell from a bark?
Canine communication has been a popular research topic in ethology over the last decade. Most of the research has focused on studying
how dogs are capable of understanding different forms of human communication, for example by displaying gestures and human voice
recognition. This joint research between Technical University of Madrid and Eotvos Lorand University in Budapest aimed to understand the
acoustic signals obtained from dog barking when they are subjected to certain situations. This research was conducted through the development of a computational system that is able to recognize diverse characteristics of the dog (gender, age, individual, situation…).
The experiments were carried out in Budapest with eight dogs -- three males and five
females of the Mudi breed, from Hungary usually used as sheep-dogs. Each dog (aged
between one and 10) registered 100 barks. A total of 800 barks was obtained by placing
the dog in seven different situations:
Researchers were able to successfully recognize the dog's gender 85.13% of the time
while the age of the dog (recoded as young, adult and old) was classified without mistakes 80.25% of the time. The task of identifying the situation in which the dog was in
was successful 55.50%, while recognition of the individual dog was successful 67.63%
of the time.
This study potentially reveals the biological relevance and richness of the information in
dog barking and brings new possibilities in applied research. For example, the assessment of dog behaviour is relevant for diverse organisations, therefore to develop a
software programme which is able to identify fear, anxiety and levels of aggressiveness
in a dog can be a big help.

Dogs recognise familiar faces from images
Typically animals' ability to discriminate different individuals has been studied by training the animals to discriminate photographs of
familiar and strange individuals. The researchers, led by Professor Outi Vainio at the University of Helsinki, tested dogs' spontaneous
behaviour towards images -- if the dogs are not trained to recognise faces, are
they able to see faces in the images and do they naturally look at familiar and
strange faces differently?
The results indicate that dogs were able to perceive faces in the images. Dogs
looked at images of dogs longer than images of humans, regardless of the familiarity of the faces presented in the images. This corresponds to a previous study
by Professor Vainio's research group, where it was found that dogs prefer viewing
conspecific faces over human faces.
This study shows that the gazing behaviour of dogs is not only following the physical properties of images, but also the information presented in the image and its
semantic meaning. Dogs are able to see faces in the images and they differentiate
familiar and strange faces from each other. These results indicate that dogs might
have facial recognition skills, similar to humans.
Photo credit: Sanni Somppi

Dogs may understand human point of view
Domestic dogs are much more likely to steal food when they think nobody can see
them, suggesting for the first time that dogs are capable of understanding a human's point of view.
Many dog owners think their pets are clever or that they understand humans but,
until now, this has not been tested by science.
Dr Juliane Kaminski, of the University of Portsmouth's Department of Psychology,
has shown that when a human forbids a dog from taking food, dogs are four times
more likely to disobey in a dark room than a lit room, suggesting they take into
account what the human can or cannot see.
Dr Kaminski said: "That's incredible because it implies dogs understand the human
can't see them, meaning they might understand the human perspective."
This is the first study to examine if dogs differentiate between different levels of
light when they are developing strategies on whether to steal food. It is published
in the journal Animal Cognition. The research was funded by the Max Planck Society, Dr Kaminski's former employer.
Dr Kaminski said: "Humans constantly attribute certain qualities and emotions to
other living things. We know that our own dog is clever or sensitive, but that's us
thinking, not them.
"These results suggest humans might be right, where dogs are concerned, but we still can't be completely sure if the results mean dogs
have a truly flexible understanding of the mind and others' minds. It has always been assumed only humans had this ability."
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Forces veteran groom says best man for the job is dog he met in Iraq
Wearing a smart blue tie to match the groom’s, the best man poses with the happy
couple on their wedding day.
You can tell he’s proud by his wagging tail, because this best man is a dog called
Kev, reports the Sunday People.
Bridegroom Matt Murrell, 42, a former Royal Marine, formed a close bond with the
stray in the warzone of Iraq when he was based in Basra.
So when Kev was hit by an armoured car and badly hurt, Matt paid more than
£5,000 to airlift him 3,000 miles to the UK, then another £6,000 in vet bills and
quarantine.
And when Matt married his long-term girlfriend Vicki in Kempston, Beds, it was Kev
who greeted guests and looked after the rings.
“He was my best man in Iraq so I wanted him to be my best man at the wedding
too,” said Matt.

The dogs who listen to children reading

Dog stands by trapped friend for a week

Research suggests children, especially those
who struggle, can be
nervous and stressed
when reading aloud in
class.
The Bark and Read
Programme, run by the
Kennel Club, says overcoming fear and fostering a love of reading can be a first step to improving literacy.
Dogs can play a key role in this, it argues, as they are nonjudgemental, attentive and perfect listeners.
Tony Nevett, who founded the programme, says: "This works
really well with kids. The dog doesn't judge or criticise and so it
helps to build self-esteem as well. "The children sit down and
stroke the dog and this lowers their blood pressure. They feel in a
relaxed and comfortable state."
He adds: "We do this a lot with special needs pupils. They can sit
there and spell out the words with them and the child knows the
dog can't spell!"

IRISH setter Tillie proved to be a dog's best friend after refusing to
abandon her basset hound friend who was trapped for nearly a
week in the wilderness on Vashon Island in Washington State USA.
Phoebe fell into a concrete tank in the woods and was unable to
climb out because the smooth walls were too high for her short
legs.
Tillie’s loyalty paid off when walkers spotted her and raised the
alarm. A local animal rescue organisation (Vashon Island Pet Protectors) had received call
from a Facebook community member to
report a red dog had
been coming up to
them then heading
back into the woods.
Armed with this information it did not take
long to find the pair
who had been missing
for a week and had
managed to get miles
from home.
Apart from being tired and hungry they are both fine and happy to
be reunited with their owners.

Email change
Please note that the admin email address that started
‘cedat.registrar’ is no longer valid and has been replaced by:
compass.registrar@gmail.com

Forthcoming Events

Classified
David Ryan PG Dip
(CABC) CCAB

Jackie Murphy A.Dip CBM / MISAP (beh) / MIfL (QTLS)
Accredited Animal Behaviourist
Member of The Canine Behaviour and Training Society
Ambassador of Great Britain for International Society of
Animal Professionals

Introducing a series of
talks around the UK by
the renowned author and
behaviourist.

Training and behaviour problems with dogs and cats
Email: jackiemurphy2020@hotmail.co.uk
Tel:
01474-365330
www.specialistdogtraining.co.uk

7th Nov Predatory Chase
Birmingham
27th February 2016
The Holistic Nature of
Canine Behaviour Problems
Grimsby

www.compass-education.co.uk

compass.ed@btinternet.com
Compass Education Ltd
The Animal Study Centre, Moss End, Corsock, Castle Douglas
DG7 3ED
Tel: 0845 458 5981 (local rate) or ++44 1644 440601 outside UK

19th March 2016 Dogs that Bite and Fight
Glasgow
For more details visit: http://www.dog-secrets.co.uk/tag/events/

THE

ST

FRANCIS

MESSENGER

PAGE

6

