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As we bid farewell to the longest, driest Summer on record for Scotland, we are
now back to the familiar Autumn gales. Even the local foxes have been coming in
closer to investigate our chickens as a result of the lower than normal food supply
of wild rodents and rabbits.
Sadly we have not been able to make the most of the good weather as registrations for our courses have continued to rise month on month meaning more and
more time tied to the office to keep up with demand. In particular we have seen a
huge demand for our Advanced Diploma in Canine Behaviour Management and
the new Graduate Diploma, probably as a result of the advent of regulation for
the sector under the auspices of the ABTC that we have energetically supported .
We would also like to wish our readers and students, past , present and future a
very Happy Christmas and successful year of study in 2015.

Compass goes to Glasgow University

One of our directors, David Montgomery, delivered
his lecture to the University of Glasgow Veterinary
Zoological Society this October examining the topic
of reintroducing wolves to Scotland. It went very
well with a much bigger than anticipated audience
and questions that went on long after time. The
conclusion was that a great deal of public education
will be required and close monitoring of several
aspects of wolf welfare would be important but
there was no real reason why it should not happen.
It was followed up with a very kind thank you note
suggesting the possibility of a return visit in the future.
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Compass recommends Puppy School
Compass is now happy
to be recommending
its successful students
to Puppy School Ltd as
suitable trainee tutors.
Puppy School is a national network of puppy trainers led by
world-renowned dog
behaviourist,
Gwen
Bailey. They pride themselves on reward-based, effective and
family friendly training methods which attract over 5,000 puppies and owners annually.
They are looking to expand their reach and are ready to take
on new tutors across the UK. Puppy School is an innovative
franchise concept with low start-up costs and a business model that offers flexibility and the opportunity to develop your
skills and knowledge whilst running a business that fits around
your existing commitments.
See attached leaflet or visit their website for more information. www.puppyschool.co.uk

In the aftermath of the fire

Did you know about the Purple Poppy?

Two months on and no longer national news we
thought it would be worth catching up with Lisa Graham, the manager at the time of the fire to see what
progress had been made and what state the home
was in now. Lisa has studied with Compass in the past
and it turns out that she had planned to move from
the home and was working out her notice when disaster struck. She agreed to extend her notice period to
help get things organised before leaving and eventually left half way through November.
Continued on back page
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As this year marks the 100th anniversary of the start of WW1
much has been made of the British Legion’s poppy appeal
which we at Compass support and donate to annually. There is
also a less well known Purple Poppy Appeal to remember the
animals that lost their lives as a result of human conflict which
we also keenly support. Something to remember for next year.
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UKRCB Changes Name to
‘The Canine Behaviour and Training Society’

Gift Vouchers for Christmas

The UK Registry of Canine Behaviourists (UKRCB),
the nationwide network of canine behaviour advisors, has rebranded itself and changed its name
to The Canine Behaviour and Training Society
(TCBTS) (www.tcbts.co.uk)
The name change, new website and rebranding,
which is taking place to reflect the dog training
aspect of the society, was formally launched at
their 22nd Annual Symposium on Sunday, September 28th, 2014, at the Hilton
Coventry Hotel.
Founded in 1992, the UKRCB (www.ukrcb.org), a professional body of qualified
therapists, has been offering a comprehensive referral service to veterinary
surgeons and owners of dogs with behaviour problems such as aggressive
tendencies toward humans or other dogs.
Just a reminder that Gift Vouchers are still available
and we are adding a 7.5% bonus to all voucher purchases up until Christmas this year.
Choose any value you wish against the cost of any of
the Compass courses.
Call the office for details on 01644 440601 or on the
lo-call number 0845 458 5981

Cats eat more in Winter
Cats eat more during the winter and owners should give their pet
more food during this time, University of Liverpool research has
found.
Researchers from the University's School of Veterinary Science, in
collaboration with colleagues at the Royal Canin Research Centre
in France, spent four years monitoring how much cats chose to eat,
and found that food intake increased in colder months and decreased during the summer.
The 38 cats studied had a microchip on their collar which allowed
them to take as much food as they wanted from a dispenser which

only opened for them. At the same time, this microchip recorded
how much the cat had eaten and when.
Veterinarian and study author, Dr Alex German, said: "Cats, like
many humans are more inclined to comfort eat when it's cold outside but, in their case, it's likely to be due to the extra energy they
need to keep warm when out and about."
The study found that cats ate approximately 15% less food during
summer, and the vets have concluded that the extra effort to keep
warm in winter and the temptation to rest during hot summer
days contributed to the swing in activity levels during the year.
Seasonal food intake has also been examined in the past on farm
animals, such as dairy cows, to establish new ways of increasing
milk production, but this is the largest study that has yet taken
place with domestic cats.
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Marmosets learn watching videos in the wild
Monkeys in the wild not only love watching videos, but they
also tend to copy the behaviour seen on screen, according to
a new study.
When scientists showed marmosets footage of a monkey
opening a box to get a banana, they were able to replicate
what they saw and open the box themselves. ‘How-to’ videos have been a success when shown to monkeys in captivity,
but this is the first time they were used to train creatures in
the wild.
Tina Gunhold at the University of Vienna, Austria, worked
with researchers at St Andrews University to film a common
marmoset retrieving a banana slice from a plastic device.
They then placed a screen in a protective enclosure in the
jungle and played the video on loop. The researchers filmed
different groups of marmosets as they were drawn to the
enclosure and then acted on what they saw. Compared to
monkeys shown a static image, video-watching marmosets
were more likely to open the device, typically copying the
technique shown.
Young monkeys spent more time near the video box than
older family members, suggesting that they found the movie
more entertaining.
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Hungry bats compete for prey by jamming sonar
In their nightly forays, bats hunting for insects compete with as
many as one million hungry roost-mates. A study published in
Science shows that Mexican free-tailed bats jam the sonar of
competitors to gain advantage in aerial foraging contests.
Bats use echolocation, or biological sonar, to find and track
insect prey in complete darkness. When a bat hears a competitor going in for the kill, it makes a specialized jamming call to
prevent its competitor from making the catch. The bats often
take turns jamming each other until one of them gives up.
The research was conducted by Aaron Corcoran, University of
Maryland, and William Conner, professor of biology at Wake
Forest University.
This is the first study to show that bats actively jam the echolocation of other bats, and it increases the number of known
functions of bat sounds to three: echolocation, communication,
and acoustic interference .
Sonar interference has only been observed in Mexican free-

tailed bats, said Conner. "It isn't known if other bat species -- or
other echolocating animals like dolphins -- are employing the
same tactic."
"This research changes our understanding of the possible ways
animals compete with each other for food, which is one of the
most basic biological needs," concluded Corcoran.

Trout have personality too
Personality is not just a feature unique to humans and pets. Scientists at the University of Gothenburg (Sweden) have revealed that also
brown trout have individual characters and show different personalities. Researcher Bart Adriaenssens from the Department of Zoology at
the University of Gothenburg has for many years studied the behaviour of juvenile trout from watercourses on the west coast of Sweden.
"My results show that it are not just humans and other mammals that
exhibit personality. Also brown trout differ among each other in their
level of aggression and react differently to changes in their surroundings," says Bart Adriaenssens. "The release of a novel object in the
aquarium causes very different reactions. Some individuals will immediately explore this object, whereas others will rather hide in a corner
and try to avoid every contact."
"But it are not always the bold and aggressive fish who are most successful. When we marked trout individually and released them back in
the wild, it were shy trout who grew most rapidly."
Which fish personality works best may also depend on the environment: if there is little protection available, as is the case, for example,
in a tank at an aquaculture facility, large and bold fish are likely able
to grab most of the food. But in the more complex environment of a
stream in the wild, shy individuals can be more successful.

Which species is the fastest?
The tiger beetle, relative to its size, is the fastest creature on Earth. Some of
these half-inch-long beetles cover about 120 body lengths per second (at
about five miles per hour). The fastest human can do about five body lengths.
To take the sprinting gold from the tiger beetle, a person would have to hit
480 miles per hour.
BUT! The tiger beetle has a problem. At peak speeds, everything becomes a
blur. They can't gather enough light with their eyes, and vision is compromised. It can still perceive the pursued but not at all clearly. So how does it
know when to open its mandibles? Is it just guessing? Hoping that its Jaws of
Death are ready to crush prey when it inevitably catches up. Is it a matter of
distance (to prey), the size (the prey) appears on the retina, the projected time to collision? There are lots of variables," he says.
Using a dummy piece of prey (a plastic bead on a string), researchers let the beetles give chase and recorded their hunting efforts in
super slow motion. As the beetle begins to catch up to the escaping dummy prey, the contracting image of the prey as perceived by
the beetle begins to expand, which is the cue for the beetle to open its jaws, they found. And as the image begins to recede, the jaws
close.
This research reveals a novel and potentially widespread mechanism for how behavioural decisions can be made based on visual
"rules" in dynamic situations, where both the observer and the target are moving.
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Dragon see, dragon do
Reptiles have shown they are able to learn new skills by copying others. The ability was previously thought to be unique to humans and
advanced primates, such as chimpanzees.
Researchers found that bearded dragons were able to learn how to open a doorway simply by watching another animal do it. The
research shows for the first time provided evidence that reptiles could be capable of social learning through imitation.
Scientists draw an important distinction between imitation and emulation when studying the cognitive abilities of animals. In emulation, an animal copies a behaviour without understanding its deeper significance: for example, a parrot reciting the words of its owner.
There is considerable debate about the extent to which non-primates are capable of true imitation.
Now researchers from the UK and Hungary have presented the first compelling scientific evidence that reptiles could be capable of
social learning through imitation.
They set out to investigate whether the bearded dragon (Pogona vitticeps) is capable of imitating another bearded dragon through a
simple experiment using a wooden board which contained a doorway.
All subjects successfully copied the actions of the demonstrator lizard, suggesting for the first time that reptiles exhibit social learning through imitation
equivalent to that observed in 'higher' species.
Lead researcher Dr Anna Wilkinson from the School of Life Sciences, University
of Lincoln, UK, said: 'The ability to learn through imitation is thought to be the
pinnacle of social learning and long considered a distinctive characteristic of
humans. However, nothing is known about these abilities in reptiles.
'This research suggests that the bearded dragon is capable of social learning
that cannot be explained by simple mechanisms - such as an individual being
drawn to a certain location because they observed another in that location or
through observational learning.

It’s a murmuration
It is just one example of nature's most beautiful wonders – yet experts remain
unable to explain it.
Theories surrounding the stunning display – called a murmuration – range
from it being a defence mechanism against predators to simply attracting
more birds to join their roost. Whatever the reason, the result is a jawdropping aerial show of some 50,000 small starlings swooping, dipping and
diving in unison – forming recognisable shapes as they fill the autumn sky.
Photographer Owen Humphrey captured the murmuration in Gretna, south
Scotland, - one of the most famous locations for gatherings of starlings.
Dr Anne Goodenough, reader in applied ecology at Gloucestershire University,
said: "One of the theories behind the murmurations is that it means they are
safer from predators such as hawks and falcons. "Another theory could be
they are signalling a large roost and could be a way of attracting other birds to that area to build up a big flock as it would be warmer.
"It's much warmer to roost as a big group rather than a smaller one and the murmurations can be as big as 100,000 birds.
"Why is it only European starlings that undertake massive aerial displays for sustained period before roosting?
"We don't really know.

Wolves are better imitators than dogs
Although wolves and dogs are closely related, they show some
striking differences. Scientists from the Messerli Research
Institute at the University of Veterinary Medicine, Vienna have
undertaken experiments that suggest that wolves observe one
another more closely than dogs and so are better at learning
from one another. The scientists believe that cooperation
among wolves is the basis of the understanding between dogs
and humans.
The scientists found that wolves are considerably better than
dogs at opening a container, providing they have previously
watched another animal do so. Their study involved 14 wolves
and 15 mongrel dogs, all about six months old, hand-reared
and kept in packs. Each animal was allowed to observe one of
two situations in which a trained dog opened a wooden box,
either with its mouth or with its paw, to gain access to a food
reward. Surprisingly, all of the wolves managed to open the
box after watching a dog solve the puzzle, while only four of
the dogs managed to do so. Wolves more frequently opened
the box using the method they had observed, whereas the
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dogs appeared to choose randomly whether to use their mouth or
their paw.
The researchers think that it is likely that the dog-human cooperation originated from cooperation between wolves. During the process of domestication, dogs have become able to accept humans as
social partners and thus have adapted their social skills to include
interactions with them, concomitantly losing the ability to learn by
watching other dogs.
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Jealousy is not just a human condition according to dog researchers
Scientists from the University of California in San Diego found that canines succumbed to the green eyed monster when their owners showed
affection to a stuffed dog in tests. Some experts have argued that jealousy requires complex cognition and is unique to people. But the authors say their work shows it may also come in a more basic form.
These findings probably won't be a major surprise to anyone who's ever owned a dog, but the team say this is the first experimental test of
jealous behaviours in man's best friend. Human jealousy is a complicated emotion, requiring a "social triangle" and usually arising when an
interloper threatens an important relationship. It is said to be the third leading cause of non-accidental death across cultures.
Building on research that shows that six month old infants display jealousy, the scientists studied 36 dogs
in their homes and video recorded their actions when their owners displayed affection to a realisticlooking stuffed canine.
Over three quarters of the dogs were likely to push or touch the owner when they interacted with the
decoy. The envious dogs were more than three times as likely to do this for interactions with the stuffed
dog compared to when their owners gave their attention to other objects including a book. Around a
third tried to get between the owner and the faux fido, while a quarter of the put-upon pooches snapped
at the dummy dog.
"Our study suggests not only that dogs do engage in what appear to be jealous behaviours but also that
they were seeking to break up the connection between the owner and a seeming rival," said Prof Christine Harris. "We can't really speak to the dogs' subjective experiences, of course, but it looks as though
they were motivated to protect an important social relationship."
The researchers believe that the dogs understood that the stuffed dog was real. The authors cite the fact
that 86% of the dogs sniffed the toy's rear end, during and after the experiment. Jealousy, according to
the authors, may have evolved in species that have multiple dependent young that concurrently compete for food and affection. They argue that jealousy might give an advantage to a young animal that is
not only alert to the interactions between its siblings and its parents but is motivated to intervene.
The ‘dummy dog’
"Many people have assumed that jealousy is a social construction of human beings - or that it's an emotion specifically tied to sexual and romantic relationships," said Prof Harris. "Our results challenge these
ideas, showing that animals besides ourselves display strong distress whenever a rival usurps a loved one's affection."

Is your dog a pessimist or an optimist
Dogs: forever wagging their tails with glee, running around chasing their own
appendages and panting with seemingly endless happiness, their pared-down
way of life is fulfilled by the simplest of pleasures.
Or is it? Not if they turn out to be pessimists, which the University of Sydney has
revealed even dogs can be termed.
New research, which measures the positive and negative emotional states in
dogs, shows that man’s best friend can now be defined as a ‘pessimist’ or as an
‘optimist’, the findings of which have the potential to “completely remodel how
animal welfare is assessed,” Dr Melissa
Starling, who conducted the research,
suggests.
The dogs’ level of optimism was tested by being taught to associate two different sounds,
which were two octaves apart, with whether they would be served their preferred drink of
milk, or whether they would get plain water.
The dogs were then played “ambiguous” tones, which if they responded to, showed they
were optimistic in nature, because they expected good things to happen to them.
“Pessimistic dogs appeared to be much more stressed by failing a task than optimistic dogs.
They would whine and pace and avoid repeating the task while the optimistic dogs would
appear unfazed and continue,” Dr Starling said. It’s not all doom and gloom however, as
there are dogs in people’s lives who are clearly full of joie de vivre.

Dog agility—Are emotions conflicting with performance?
There is a long established and debated human right brain/left brain theory: does lateralisation of brain function affect dogs too? Their
study reveals fascinating insights into workings of the canine brain. Researchers used 17 dogs and trainers to conduct a series of tests,
firstly paw preference tests whilst offering food and also agility tests, using A-frames, jumps and weave poles. Throughout, the dogs
received trainer stimuli from both right and left sides. Trainers also completed questionnaires giving more information about the dog's temperament.
Results of the three combined revealed intriguing relationships between paw preference
and agility. Dogs with stronger paw preferences seemed more predisposed to training,
less distracted and had greater agility. When trainers presented on the left, dogs were
more agitated, emotional, and performances deteriorated. A dog's left visual field stimulates right brain hemisphere.
So, what causes the uneven response to right and left stimuli? Could the asymmetry be
due to separate triggers in right/left hemispheres: a dichotomy in function? Does the
right side of a canine brain control doggy intense emotions?
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Dog hitches a ride on the step of an ambulance to stay with owner
You can always tell how good an owner is to their dog by how much their
dog loves them. Buddy loves his 85 year old owner so much that when he
went to hospital feeling dizzy, the beagle cross jumped onto the step of the
ambulance and travelled 20 miles until someone was able to flag the driver
down to let him know he had a hitchhiker.
‘We didn’t have anything else to do but put him in the ambulance and take
him to the ER with us,’ the driver said.
Brian Wright who called the ambulance and works on the farm said ‘I
stayed to lock up here, but I couldn’t find Buddy, he is allowed to wander
about the farm yard on his own and always comes back to the house, so I
wasn’t particularly concerned.’
After driving the one hour trip to the hospital, Wright was stunned to learn
that Buddy was there too. He says the playful dog loves going for tractor
rides on the farm.

Continued from front page
Bearing in mind the horror of the fire, the home is about to be demolished and the redesign work is being assisted by Lincoln University,
home to some of the country’s top canine behaviour researchers.
Lisa said that as she left, the donations were approaching £2.5 million
and they had around 700 pallets of bedding and food. In an interview
with the Manchester Evening News she said “Leaving after recent
events was made in some ways harder and in some ways easier.
“I was leaving animal welfare because of some of the negative aspects
of having these dogs being abandoned and neglected and feeling like
you were banging your head against a wall - it felt like we weren’t
getting through to the community.
“What the response to the fire showed me was how deeply we are
valued by the community and leaving at this time is certainly very emotional. I can never thank those people enough.’’
Lisa is now working at Stockport offering a range of doggy services at
Muttley Crew.

Forthcoming Events

Classified

David Ryan PG Dip
(CABC) CCAB

Jackie Murphy A.Dip CBM / MISAP (beh) / MIfL (QTLS)
Accredited Animal Behaviourist
Member of The Canine Behaviour and Training Society
Ambassador of Great Britain for International Society of
Animal Professionals

Introducing a series of
talks around the UK by
the renowned author and
behaviourist.

Training and behaviour problems with dogs and cats
Email: jackiemurphy2020@hotmail.co.uk
Tel:
01474-365330
www.specialistdogtraining.co.uk

6th December Dogs that Bite
and Fight
Cardiff
21st February 2015
The Holistic Nature of
Canine Behaviour Problems
Runcorn

www.compass-education.co.uk
compass.ed@btinternet.com
Compass Education Ltd
The Animal Study Centre, Moss End, Corsock, Castle Douglas
DG7 3ED
Tel: 0845 458 5981 (local rate) or ++44 1644 440601 outside UK
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21st March 2015 Predatory Chase Seminar
Highampton
For more details visit: http://www.dog-secrets.co.uk/tag/events/
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