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What is Compass? 

  
Compass Education Ltd is a non profit making college dedicated to the furthering of knowledge in all 
subjects related to animals and animal behaviour.  
  
The college is committed to good practice and delivering quality tuition through the medium of 
correspondence. Compass is a corporate member of the Institute for Animal Care Education and a Lantra 
Awards and European Association for Distance Learning approved learning provider. It is also an approved 
Learn Direct Scotland learning provider and many of the courses are approved for Scottish Executive 
funding for students living in Scotland. Compass is also a Continuing Professional Development (CPD) 
partner of the British Veterinary Nursing Association (BVNA). 
  
Compass is arranged into three departments, the Animal Behaviour Centre (ABC) and the Animal Studies 
Centre (ASC) and the College of Canine Studies (CCS). The centre responsible is indicated by the course 
details in the prospectus. All courses are interchangeable between departments. We also host courses run 
by CLAWS (Centre for Legislation and Animal Welfare Studies). CLAWS courses are structured slightly 
differently to Compass courses as is the pricing and applicants are advised to contact the office prior to 
registration for advice. 
  
In addition to courses the Animal Studies Centre is home to a flock of Soay sheep, numerous pigeons, cats, 
dogs, chickens, buzzards, pheasants, ducks, owls, a polecat and more, many of which were rescued, it also 
acts as a ‘soft’ release centre for the South of Scotland wildlife hospital.  
  
The college is ecologically aware and as such promotes the use of recycled and re-usable goods and 
materials produced from sustainable sources, all course material is printed on 100% recycled paper. It also 
supports many charities including the National Search and Rescue Dog Association. Discounts are available 
to staff on professional development from such organisations.  
  
All Compass tutors are experts in their field, most have a related degree and many have teaching 
qualifications too. There are currently twelve tutors handling a total of over 1000 students.  
  
The equal opportunities policy of the college will also ensure that as many people as possible will have 
access to its courses, many of which are unique.  
  
Information about Compass is available at: www.compass-education.co.uk  and courses are also listed at: 
www.learndirect-advice.co.uk   
  

Panel of Experts 
  
Compass has a panel of experts it may call upon for technical advice from time to time as necessary, they 
are all experienced and qualified professionals:  
  
Veterinary Surgeons:   Roddy Dunse BVSc MRVSC    Liz Blackwell BVSc MRVSC  
Special Needs:   Wendy Harris NPTC Assessor, ASDAN Centre Coordinator  
Wild Animal Husbandry:  Julia Armstrong BSc (Hons) Animal Sciences  
Animal Nutrition:   Tracey Hammond MSc (Hons) Animal Sciences  
Primates:    Dr Simon Bearder PhD, Prof of Anthropology Oxford Brookes  
Biology:    Dr Ross Piper PhD  
Distance learning:   Joanne Martin MSc. Cert Ed. OU Tutor 

  

 

 

 

http://www.compass-education.co.uk/
http://www.learndirect-advice.co.uk/
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The St Francis Messenger 

  
The St Francis Messenger is the Compass newsletter and is available on line at the Compass web site. 
It is published quarterly and includes details of what students do with their work with animals, 
interesting information items and news regarding Compass, its affiliations, charity work and new 
courses. 
  

Alternative and Complementary Therapies for Animals 
  
We have been asked many times why we do not offer courses on complementary therapies for 
animals as some other colleges do. The answer is simple, most complementary therapies are illegal, in 
terms of the Veterinary Surgeons Act 1966 and the Veterinary Surgery (Exemptions) Order 1962. In 
addition, there is no legal alternative to veterinary medicine. Despite this many practices exist and 
carry out their therapies daily, often unaware that they are breaking the law. It is true to say that it is 
not illegal to teach these subjects but we feel that this would imply that students would be able to 
legally put their new knowledge into practice. In the majority of instances this is not the case. An 
extract from the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons Guide to Professional Conduct 2000 states: 
  
 ‘Treatment by acupuncture, aromatherapy, homeopathy or other complimentary therapy may 
only be administered by a veterinary surgeon who should have undergone training in these 
procedures. At present it is illegal for them to be given by practitioners who are not veterinary 
ǎǳǊƎŜƻƴǎΦΩ 
  

A Cautionary Word about Regulation 
  
There is no short cut to becoming an animal behaviourist, animal psychologist, ethologist or ecologist. 

Unfortunately this is an unregulated industry and technically there is nothing to stop anybody who 

thinks they know something about the subject having headed paper printed and advertising 

themselves as an animal behaviour specialist or expert. This is however changing and starting in late 

2010 and through 2011 the Animal Behaviour and Training Council (ABTC) will be publishing the 

requirements for practitioners to be approved. See www.abtcouncil.org.uk  

  

Some people (and unfortunately some seemingly reputable organisations) seem to feel that a short 
correspondence course is sufficient qualification to enable them to charge animal owners for 
attempting to change unwanted behaviours. It is Compass’ opinion that this is unacceptable, 
irresponsible, potentially damaging and should be legislated against. If you are serious about making a 
living as a consultant in this field you should be working towards a collection of accredited animal 
behaviour, psychology, biology and care based courses from reputable organisations. Do not be 
fooled by promises of work following a single course. 
  
Compass will be supporting the work of the ABTC and ensuring that it is possible to qualify using their 
standards. 
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The Canine Programmes 
  

All of the following canine related courses support the Kennel Club Accreditation Scheme for Instructors in 
Dog Training and Canine Behaviour.  

  
Canine Studies - Diploma (level 2)  

  
The aim of this course is to introduce participants to the domestic dog, its evolution and physical make up. 
It is designed to equip students with the academic grounding to continue on to more advanced studies. 
Several experienced dog owners have been surprised at how much they learned from this initial course. 
(e-course price £292.42 plus reg fee—band B, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  

  

Course Modules 
  

1. Canine Origins and Anatomy. This module focuses on the evolution of the dog, which are its nearest 
relatives and where it fits into the animal kingdom. It will also cover basic anatomy and show you how to 
reference books and articles in your written work.  
2. Canine Reproduction. The brood bitch and the anatomy of reproduction are covered here followed by 
the pre natal development and birth.  
3. Canine Nutrition. Not only will this module examine basic dietary needs but it also looks at how 
requirements change throughout the dog’s life. It also looks at the different needs of dogs depending on 
what they are actually doing including the bitch in whelp and convalescing dogs.  
4. Form and Function. This looks at some different breeds of dog with a view to understanding why they 
are ‘built’ the way they are. Additionally the development of dogs from puppy to adult is examined.  
5. Common Health Problems. Common health and physical problems are covered in this module along 
with a look at some hereditary problems. Included are commonplace problems such as parasites and more 
significant difficulties such as entropian and hip dysplasia.  
6. Responsible Dog Ownership. The thinking behind this module is to help a new or inexperienced owner 
not only choose the right dog but to ensure that the dog becomes a contented life-long member of the 
family. Hopefully this will help prevent some of the common pitfalls associated with dog ownership that 
can lead to re-homing or worse. 

__________ 
  

Canine Anatomy and Physiology - Diploma (level 2)  
  

This course is designed for those who have either successfully completed the Canine Studies course or 
those who feel that they already have a knowledge of subjects such as health. nutrition and responsible 
dog ownership. Some of the material is similar to other modules contained in Canine Studies but is 
covered in greater depth here. (e-course price £292.42 plus reg fee—band B, see pages 25 & 26 for 
further options)  
  

Course Modules 
  

1. The Canine Skeleton. This module covers all aspects of the canine skeleton and how it is special to the 
dog.  
2. The Muscles and Coat. Different types of muscles carry out different tasks and they are ultimately 
protected by the skin and coat. Different coat types in different breeds are examined.  
3. The Reproductive and Urinary Systems. The process of maturation and the anatomy of reproduction is 
examined along with the urinary system as they are inter-inked.  
4. Dentition, Digestion and Respiratory Systems. The passage of food from the teeth through the 
alimentary canal is followed by the anatomy of respiration.  
5. The Cardiovascular and Nervous Systems. As a natural progression from the last module this looks at 
the heart and lungs and then moves on to an introduction to perhaps the most complex of the various 
systems, the nervous system.  
6. Form and Function. This final module brings the previous five together to describe how the various 
systems interact so that dogs can live, move and behave the way they do.  
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                                      Canine Behaviour and Psychology - Diploma (level 2)  
  
The aim of this course is to introduce the student to the behaviour and psychology of the domestic 
dog. It is designed to equip participants with a basic knowledge of normal and unusual behaviours, 
their purposes and what they can tell us about the dog. (e-course price £329.46 plus reg fee—band C, 
see pages 25 & 26 for further options) This course attracts an additional £25.00  Lantra accreditation 
fee 

Course Module 
  

1. Ways of Explaining Canine Behaviour. This module examines how behaviours come about, how 
much of it is instinct and how much is learned. It also shows how to reference books and articles in 
your written work.  
2. Mating Behaviour and Birth. Understanding sexual maturity and behaviour that leads to courtship 
rituals and mating are covered in this module. The bitch in whelp, birth and associated behaviours are 
also discussed.  
3. The Psychology of the Young Dog. Not only will this module discuss what the new born pup can 
and cannot do, it will follow the development of early behaviour and the importance of early learning 
including exploration and play.  
4. The Psychology of the Adult Dog. This module looks at the continued development of the dog into 
adulthood and some of the ‘hurdles’ along the way, how he might respond and how early learning 
might affect adult behaviour.  
5. Unusual Canine Behaviour. The difference between unusual and abnormal behaviour is examined 
and possible causes are discussed.  
6. Avoiding Problem Behaviour. The thinking behind this module is to equip students with the ability 
to provide their dogs with the required social environment to avoid common problem behaviours 
developing. Prevention is always better than cure.  

____________ 

                                                 Canine Communication - Diploma (level 2)  
  
This programme is designed to equip the student with the knowledge to ‘read’ and understand how 
and what dogs communicate to each other and to humans. This is essential if one is to be working 
with dogs or engaged in training or behaviour therapy. (e-course price £292.42 plus reg fee—band B, 
see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  

  
Course Modules 

  
1. What makes a social animal? This explains why communication is so important to dogs and how it 
has evolved as a survival tool using all the senses. 
2. Acoustic communication. The wide spectrum of sounds that dogs make and what they all mean is 
investigated. 
3. Body language. Often ignored or not even noticed the dogs posture and facial expression can tell us 
so much about the dog’s state and intentions. 
4. Visual communication. This module follows on naturally from body language and includes more 
postures   
and also covers aspects of communicating with the eyes such as staring and blinking 
5. Smell and taste. These two senses are inextricably linked and whilst they may not be very  
successful communication tools to humans they are a major part of canine communication. 
6. Why touch is important to canines. Touch is another sense that is often underestimated by people 
when dealing with dogs yet it too has an important role to  
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                                                                 Canine Aggression  - Diploma  (level 3)       

  
This programme is aimed at the more advanced student who needs an understanding of aggressive 
behaviour in dogs for professional reasons, what causes it, how to recognise the warning signs and finally 
handle it. (e-course price £194.96 plus reg fee—band B1, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  
  

Course Modules 
  
1. Defining aggression. There are many types of aggression and it is important to understand this as each 
may develop differently. 
2. Recognising aggression. Following on from module 1 this covers the signs that allow the handler to 
establish which type of aggression is being exhibited. 
3. Development of aggression. Aggressive behaviour can be learned as a result of experiences or be 
inherited, this module examines this part of the subject 
4. Handling aggression. Finally the course looks at how to handle or counter aggression in dogs 

__________ 
  

                                 Search and Rescue Dog Handler Canine Studies Diploma (level 2/3)          
  
This programme has been developed primarily for the members of the various regional Search and Rescue 
Dog Handlers Associations around Britain, although it is open to all. The aim of the diploma is to provide a 
structured approach to learning about dogs, keeping them healthy, recognising their needs, abilities and 
limitations and how to get the best out of them. It is not designed to teach the students about the process 
of training dogs and handlers to carry out their SAR skills, more to enhance that training with a better 
understanding of dogs. 
The Diploma is achieved by the accumulation of three certificate courses, each individually certificated by 
the Institute for Animal Care Education.  (e-course price £219.64 plus reg fee for each stage—band C1, 
see pages 25 & 26 for further options) SARDA members heavily subsidised)  
  
Course modules 
  
SAR D Handler Canine Studies Stage 1 - Getting to know dogs 
  
This initial programme would be ideally suited for the novice during the first 6 months of dog ownership. 
1. Early basic training, vaccinations and nutrition.  
2. Health disorders, parasite control, grooming 
3. First aid  
4. Intro to canine communication and importance of early experiences 
  
SAR D Handler canine Studies Stage 2 - Canine Communication   
  
This part of the diploma deals with the dog’s senses and how they are used to communicate between each 
other and their handlers. 
1. Sight  
2. Hearing 
3. Smell and taste 
4. Touch 
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 SAR D Handler Canine Studies Stage 3 - Canine Learning and Training 
  
Finally the course considers some of the different ways dogs learn and how this understanding can 
assist in training plus a look at the all important subject of scent. 

1. Ways of explaining behaviour  
2. Influences on learning 
3. Training 
4. The nature of scent                

__________ 
 

Canine Behaviour and Training – Diploma (level 2/3) 
  
This course is a combination of relevant modules from several courses for those who would benefit 
from  a specific approach to training and behaviour rather than one or the other. For students in the 
Republic of Ireland the course is available with two practical modules, please ask for details. (e-course 
price £329.46 plus reg fee—band C, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  
  

Course Modules 
  
1. Ways of explaining Canine Behaviour. This module examines how behaviours come about, how 
much of it is instinct and how much is learned. It also shows how to reference books and articles in 
your written work.  
2. Understanding Canine Behaviour. The student will follow the development of early behaviour and 
the importance of early learning including exploration and play followed by the continued 
development of the dog into adulthood.  
3. Canine Learning. This module distinguishes between inherited (innate) and learned behaviours. It 
explains how a dog learns and the range of different types of learning involved. This is the key to all 
and as such is a very important module. 
4. Dog Training.  The use of positive and negative reinforcers and associated schedules is explained 
along with problems associated with punishment. The practical application of operant conditioning 
and the role of shaping are also discussed.  
5. Touch. Touch is a sense that is often underestimated by people when dealing with dogs yet it too 
has an important role to play. 
6. Handling Aggression. Finally the course looks at how to handle or counter aggression in dogs. 

__________ 
  

           Cynology - Higher Diploma (level 3)  
  
The aim of this course is to build on students’ knowledge of the canine world. It is designed to equip 
participants with a more advanced understanding of how and why dogs behave the way they do. It 
also teaches how to look beyond the physical requirements and consider psychological needs as well. 
Although applications are welcomed from all, you should be aware that this is an academically 
demanding course with much psychological theory and life long experience of dogs is not usually 
sufficient to enrol directly on to this course (applicants would be at an advantage if they have 
successfully completed the canine behaviour and psychology programme). All applicants for this 
course should discuss it with Compass first. As well as being of interest to dog owners this course will 
be of particular use to anybody considering a career working with dogs. (e-course price £359.46 plus 
reg fee—band D, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)   

  

Course Modules 
  

1. The Canine Brain and Senses. The fundamental features of the canine brain are explained and a 



8 

 

comparison is made with another species. The senses are discussed in context and the possibility of 
‘extra’ senses is also explored.  
2. Canine Learning. This module distinguishes between inherited (innate) and learned behaviours. It 
explains how a dog learns and the range of different types of learning involved. This is the key to all and 
as such is a very important module.  
3. Canine Communication. The various methods of communication that are used by dogs are explained, 
everything from pheromones to body language and ritualistic behaviour is covered.  
4. Social Behaviour and Territoriality. Following on from module two this describes certain innate 
behaviours that are associated with pack animals but not always appreciated by owners. How to 
recognise them for what they are and how to use this information to your advantage. 
5. Dog Training. The use of positive and negative reinforcers and associated schedules is explained along 
with problems associated with punishment. The practical application of operant conditioning and the 
role of shaping are also discussed.  
6. Behaviour Problems and Solutions. This module discusses some of the more common problem 
behaviours associated with dog ownership such as chewing, excessive barking and indoor fouling. 
Although some solutions are offered this module aims to get the student to think beyond the obvious 
and treat each case on its individual merits as no cases are ever the same.  

__________ 
  

                   Advanced Diploma - Canine Behaviour Management (level 5)  
  
The aim of the course is to prepare participants academically to work in the role of canine behaviour 
advisor. It is designed to be the definitive course on canine behaviour management for those who 
cannot afford the time (or money) to go to university to study animal behaviour. It should be noted that 
this course will not directly involve students in the practical aspects of the subject matter as it is not 
possible to supervise such activity. It is anticipated that other recommended organisations will offer 
such training and supervision.  
  
The programme will obviously only cover canines therefore anybody requiring a broader education 
should seriously consider the university option. This course is not open to all because of the technical 
nature of the material and potential students will have to demonstrate their ability to study at this level 
(level 5: HND/Foundation degree) before being accepted. It should be noted that a long standing, ‘hands 
on’ knowledge of dogs will not normally be accepted as adequate qualification to enter this programme 
without prior study although each case is judged on its own merits.  
  
Students who successfully complete of this course will satisfy the academic requirements for 
membership of the UKRCB and also be accepted by Sparsholt College to top it up to a BSc in Applied 
Animal Behaviour, please enquire for more details. (e-course price £853.32 plus reg fee—band E, see 
pages 25 & 26 for further options)  This course attracts an additional £48.00 Lantra accreditation fee.   
 

Course Modules 
  
1. Learning theory. This module goes beyond description and explanation of classical and operant 
conditioning, one trial learning, habituation, positive and negative reinforcement, reinforcement 
schedules and punishment. It offers analysis and evaluation too.  
2. Genetics and evolutionary explanations of behaviour. Genetic theory and how it affects not only the 
physical appearance of dogs but also behaviour and pre-dispositions. The effects of domestication and 
artificial selection.  
3. Bio-psychology. The physiological basis of behaviour, neural processes and what actually happens 
during the learning process.  
4. Pharmacology . Drugs, their use, mis-use, effects and unwanted (side) effects on behaviour. This 
module equips the student to have a meaningful discussion with veterinarians regarding any 
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pharmacological intervention. 
5. The internal environment. Developmental psychology, the role of hormones, health, hunger and 
natural drives all have an effect on how the dog behaves throughout his life, all of these factors are 
generated from within.  
6. The external environment. The external environment including everything from the physical to social 
interaction. 
7. Intelligence and theory of mind. This module examines the subject matter that is often avoided 
because of the difficulty in defining it.  
8. Behavioural diagnostics. The importance of functional analysis of operant variables in determining 
solutions. 
9. Professional Conduct. This module will cover record keeping, insurance and effective communication 
with clients. It also includes professional organisations that are involved or offer continuation training 
and/or support. 
10. Application of theory in training and problem correction. How to implement in real situations the 
theoretical knowledge you have acquired. 
11. The Law. Legal responsibilities of the advisor and the owner, what can and cannot be done within 
the law.  
12. Case studies. Theoretical, paper based studies. These studies are used as a way for the student to 
demonstrate their knowledge acquired during the course. 

__________ 
 

Introduction to Zoology—Diploma (level 2) 
 

This course is designed to provide a grounding for further studying of animals in general and their 
behaviour. If you do not feel confident in your knowledge of animals or you have been out of education 
for some time this course is an ideal way to put your fears to rest. You do not need to complete the 
whole course and you can choose the order or number of modules you wish to do before progressing on 
to your next course. There is no entry requirement other than a desire to learn about animals. (e-course 
price £284.76 plus reg fee—band A, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  

 
Course Modules 

 

1. The Principles of Zoology. This includes an introduction to the course, how animals are classified, the 
animal cell, as well as a general introduction to anatomy, physiology, reproduction and simple behaviour 
patterns.  
2. Mammals. This module explains what a mammal is and discusses several mammal groups including 
marsupials, primates, carnivores, whales and dolphins. A brief introduction to mammalian behaviour is 
also included.  
3. Birds. We are all aware of what a bird is but are you aware of the different types of feathers and 
function of different shaped beaks and how birds are able to fly?  
4. Reptiles and Amphibians. Different kinds of reptiles and amphibians display some amazing 
behaviours, crocodiles make caring parents and many snakes can ‘see’ with heat detectors. Species 
covered range from caimans to natterjacks.  
5. Insects. Here you will learn how ants make good farmers and termites design air conditioning for their 
homes and why spiders are not insects although they are related along with crabs and scorpions.  
6. Fish. What would make a stickleback feel it could fight a bus and why don’t sharks have bones? 
Different types of fish and some of the amazing things they get up to round off this initial course.  

__________ 
 

Intermediate Animal Behaviour - Diploma (level 3) 
 

The aim of this course is to introduce the student to some explanations of animal behaviour. It will give 
an insight into a world that, in so many ways, is not unlike our own (although human behaviour does not 
directly feature). The programme covers a wide range of wild species with particular interest being paid 
to their natural environment and how they interact. There is no entry qualification other than an ability 
to read and respond to written material at this academic level (module one and two of the Introduction 
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to Zoology course would give students a distinct advantage though). This course is of particular use to 
anybody considering a career with animals as it compliments more mainstream subjects such as biology. 
(e-course price £359.46 plus reg fee—band D, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)   
  

Course Modules 
  
1. The Brain and Senses. This module focuses on the similarities of brain structures across the animal 
world and examines the relationship between environment and behaviour. It will also teach how to 
reference books and articles in your written work. 
2. Mental Processes. Having looked at the brain we move on to the subject of ‘learning’ and how this 
process can take different forms. There is also discussion around the subject of emotions. This module 
also instructs the student how to present a study.  
3. Protection, Feeding and Mating. The three core topics of this module encompass the three most 
common features of animal life, some would say ‘the reason life exists’.  
4. Societies and Groups. There are a whole host of reasons why animals group together the way they 
do, each reason having survival value to the species concerned. This module looks at how and why they 
succeed in co-existing.  
5. Environment, Domestication and Captivity. Changing environments often alter a species’ chances of 
survival and may also change behaviour. We examine what has happened to many such animals and 
examine the advantages and disadvantages of captivity.  
6. Tool usage and Language. The subject of how animals communicate and how they solve problems is a 
fascinating to finish the course. If nothing else, once you have reached this stage you should have 
learned to ask the question ‘why?’   

__________ 
 

Advanced Animal Behaviour  - Higher Diploma (level 4) 
 

Using wild species as examples this course is designed to take the student’s understanding of animal 
behaviour into a level normally reserved for higher education. The entry to this course is limited to 
those with a suitable academic background (at least a high GCSE pass in biology and/or psychology or 
having achieved a distinction (or high merit) on the intermediate course. This course is favourably 
received by Southampton University, University of Chester and Anglia Ruskin University as an entry 
qualification for mature students applying for their animal behaviour programmes. (e-course price 
£359.46 plus reg fee—band D, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  
  

Course Modules 
  
1. The Genetics of Behaviour. This module deals with genetics and looks at the heritability of behaviour, 
from how cells divide to theories of what is happening at DNA level as far as behaviour is concerned. 
2. Learning and Environmental Influences. Having studied classical conditioning and habituation this 
module looks at operant conditioning, sensitisation and re-examines critical/sensitive periods. It also 
looks at maladaptive learning and the importance of play.  
3. Bio-chemical Influences. Neurotransmitters and hormones are explained and how they effect 
behaviour is examined along with the structure and workings of the various types of nerves that make 
up the nervous system.  
4. Motivation and Decision Making. Here we take a look at animal awareness and to what extent they 
suffer when injured, we also explore what motivates them and to what extent they might or might not 
be able to think and reflect on their actions.  
5. Survival Value and Fitness. From Darwin to contemporary thoughts on the subject of survivability. 
Aspects of sexual and kin selection are discussed and how important they are in determining a species’ 
fitness.  
6. Ecology and Conservation Biology. We conclude our studies with a look at bio-geography and 
conservation biology. The effects of climate change, ecosystems and the impact on survivability and 
related behaviour. 
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Wolf Studies - Diploma (level 2) 
  
The wolf studies programme has come about as a result of popular demand. Many dog owners and 
wildlife enthusiasts and conservationists have asked for an educational course to be written to cover 
this fascinating subject. (e-course price £292.42 plus reg fee—band B, see pages 25 & 26 for further 
options)  
  

Course Modules 
 

1. History and Classification of the Wolf. This module examines the wolf’s ancestry and how it is 
classified. There is also a more in depth look at the Red Wolf and the Ethiopian Wolf.  
2. The Grey Wolf. The grey wolf has many sub-species and they are all covered here. They are found 
from Mexico to the Arctic and Russia to Egypt and include the Indian and the timber wolf.  
3. Anatomy, reproduction and diet. This module looks at how the wolf is biologically ‘built’, 
reproduction and reproductive behaviour, it also covers hunting behaviour and diet.  
4. Social Behaviour. The wolf is a highly social animal so communication and social hierarchies are 
important factors to study along with territoriality and its interaction with non-prey animals.  
5. Threats to the Wolf’s Survival. The wolf’s continued existence is threatened by many things, from 
disease to hunting and habitat loss. Population statistics and distribution is also examined.  
6. Conservation and the Future. This module is largely theoretical as nobody knows what the future 
holds. Captive breeding, reintroduction and habitat protection are discussed.  

__________ 
 

Big Cat Studies - Diploma (level 2) 
  
This course has been written as a result of popular demand, it is obviously a subject of great interest to 
animal lovers and conservationists alike and will hopefully inspire further study. (e-course price £292.42 
plus reg fee—band B, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  

 
Course Modules 

 
1. The Classification and History of the Big Cats. To open this course students will learn how these 
animals are classified, this also indicates how they are related. Some of the history is also investigated 
based on the fossil record.  
2. Lions, Leopards and Tigers. This module takes a look at this, perhaps best known, group of animals, 
their characteristics and some fascinating facts.  
3. Pumas, Cheetahs and Lynx. Following on from module two this second group of big cats is examined 
although the lynx is often regarded as belonging to a group of its own.  
4. Form and Function. The physical shape of the body and its workings are discussed. The student will 
learn how these animals have adapted into the efficient predators they are.  
5. Big Cat Behaviour. Innate (instinctive) behaviours are examined as well as learned behaviour, social 
activities courtship and reproduction are but a few of the topics covered.  
6. Threats to Survival and Conservation. Finally some of the more common problems facing all big cats 
today in terms of survival and what is being done to try and preserve them in the wild for future 
generations to appreciate.                   

__________ 
 

Primatology - Diploma (level 2) 
 

This course is designed to introduce students to the primates of the world, their evolution, their physical 
make-up and habitats. It aims to equip participants with a solid grounding in primate studies and is 
favourably received by the anthropology department of Oxford Brookes University and introduced by 
Prof Simon Bearder of Oxford Brookes University. (e-course price £292.42 plus reg fee—band B, see 
pages 25 & 26 for further options)  
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Course Modules 

  
1. What is a primate? This module focuses on the evolution of primates, how they are classified and 
many more essential facts to provide the underpinning knowledge for this course. Modules 2 – 6 look at 
specific families or groups of families. The subject matter will be similar in each case except that there 
are many different angles depending on the species being studied. Where in the world they are found, 
their particular habitat, diet, size and individual characteristics are but a few of the interesting facts that 
will be covered.  
  
2. The apes (part 1) 3. The apes (part 2)  4. Old world monkeys  
5. New world monkeys  6. Lorises, Lemurs and Tarsiers 

__________ 
 

Primate Conservation (African monkeys) - Diploma (level 2) 
 

This course has been prepared primarily for a prominent African monkey conservation charity 
(CERCOPAN) but is also available to members of the public or anyone interested in working in a 
voluntary pr paid capacity with primate conservation. The first module is the same as the primatology 
diploma so any body who has already completed that course would be given exemption from doing it 
again. This course is also introduced by Prof Simon Bearder of Oxford Brookes University. (e-course 
price £292.44 plus reg fee—band B, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  

 
Course Modules 

 
1. What is a primate. This module is almost identical to the first module on the primatology diploma but 
sets the scene by providing all the necessary background information. 
2. Old World primates. African primates are discussed, characteristics, diet, habitats and populations 
form this module. 
3. Primate behaviour. A basic understanding of primate behaviour is essential if anybody is intending 
working with these animals in a conservation role. 
4. Ecological principles. Some of the major problems in maintaining population numbers comes from 
human impact on habitats. This module explains some of the wider and long term effects. 
5. The primate environment. Following on from the last two modules this deals with how primates 
interact with their surroundings. 
6. Conservation. Finally the course looks at the work of conservation and how the problem is being 
addressed. 

Primate Conservation (Asian primates) – Diploma 
 

Primate Conservation (New World monkeys) – Diploma 
 

These two programmes are specific to the geographical regions in their titles, modules are essentially 
the same as for African monkeys.  

__________ 
 

Marine Zoology - Advanced Diploma (part one) (level 3) 
  
The huge subject of Marine Biology is divided into three areas: The Marine Environment, Marine 
Zoology (the animal life) and Marine Plant life. This Advanced Diploma programme comprehensively 
covers the first two aspects of the subject leaving the students who are interested to further their 
knowledge of plant life independently. This course has proved popular with students and professional 
divers alike from around the world because of the detail included for each of the animal groups. For this, 
amongst other reasons, the course is unique. This is a long course but the subject cannot possibly be 
covered in less time at this level. 
It can be studied in two parts and each would be independently awarded a Diploma on successful 
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completion, however the satisfactory completion of both parts will result in the award of the coveted 
Advanced Diploma in Marine Zoology. (e-course price £329.46 plus reg fee—band C, see pages 25 & 26 
for further options)  600 guided learning hours  

 
Course Modules 

  
1. The Seas and Oceans. This is the only module that has little reference to animals but it is essential to 
have an understanding of the marine environment if one is to study the animals that inhabit it. Waves,  
tides, currents and the changing characteristics of sea water are but a few of the topics covered.  
2. Fish (part one). The size of this topic in terms of the number of species and variety of shapes and sizes 
has resulted in this being covered in two modules; the second part will be covered in the next course.  
3. Mammals. As with fish this subject is covered in two modules, the second part appearing in the next 
course.  
4. Cnidaria. The soft bodied animals come under this unusual name including jellyfish, sea anemones 
and many more.  
5. Reptiles. Although a smaller number of species appear in this group they are some of the more 
fascinating to study.  
6. Arthropods. This module takes a look at the crustaceans, that is to say crabs, shrimps, lobsters and 
much more.  

Marine Zoology (part two) (level 3) 
 

This part of the course adds to some of the subject matter covered in modules 2 and 3 of part 1 and 
continues with this enormous subject. (e-course price £329.46 plus reg fee—band C, see pages 25 & 26 
for further options)   
  
 1. Fish (part 2)    4. Sea Birds  
 2. Mammals (part 2)    5. Starfish, Urchins and Worms  
 3. Molluscs    6. Marine Ecology  

___________ 
 

Feline Studies - Diploma (level 2) 
 

The aim of this course is to introduce participants to the domestic cat, its evolution, physical make up 

and many of the wild relatives. It will equip students with a good grounding in feline knowledge, how to 
identify common health problems and understand nutritional requirements. . (e-course price £292.44 
plus reg fee—band B, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)   
 

Course Modules 
  
1. Feline Origins. This module focuses on the evolution of the cat, how it is classified and many of the 
feline relatives.  
2. Feline Anatomy and Physiology. The ‘points’ of a cat, feline skeleton, dentition, muscle group and 
generally how the cat is built with explanations of how it all ‘works’ are all covered. 
3. Feline Reproduction. This module discusses the reproductive anatomy of the ‘Queen’ and the ‘Tom’ 
and the mating process. It also covers subjects such as birth, why matings might not be successful and 
what to consider before planning a mating.  
4. Rearing Kittens. Young cat development, socialisation and the importance of play are covered here 
along with hand rearing and many other issues the breeder should be aware of.  
5. Feline Nutrition. Not only will this module cover the dietary needs of cats but it will also look at how 
dietary needs change as the cat ages. It requires students to research the contents of commercially  
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prepared foods.  
6. Common Health Problems. Students are taught to identify common health and physical problems 
and will also introduce the subject of hereditary conditions.  

___________ 

                                     Feline Behaviour and Psychology - Diploma (level 2)  
  
As well as an enjoyable course this is designed to be a serious introduction to the fascinating subject of 
feline behaviour. Obviously the subject matter is huge and it is impossible to cover it all in a course of 
this size, however more advanced studies are planned. (e-course price £329.46 plus reg fee—band C, 
see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  

Course modules 
  
1. Ways of Explaining Feline Behaviour. This module explains a little of the history of psychology, how 
behaviour comes about, how much of it is instinctive and how much is learned. It also shows how to 
reference books and articles in your written work.  
2. Sexual Behaviour and Birth. Understanding sexual maturity and behaviour that leads to courtship 
rituals and mating are covered in this module. The pregnant queen, birth and associated behaviours are 
also discussed.  
3. Kitten and Young Cat Behaviour and Psychology. Not only does this module discuss what the new-
born kitten can and cannot do, it will follow the development of early behaviour and the importance of 
early learning including exploration and play.  
4. The Behaviour and Psychology of the Adult Cat. This module looks at the continued development of 
the young cat into adulthood and some of the ‘hurdles’ along the way, how he might respond and how 
the early learning will affect adult behaviour.  
5. Unusual Feline Behaviour. The difference between abnormal and unusual behaviour is examined and 
possible causes are discussed.  
6. Avoiding Problem Behaviour. The aim of this module is to equip students with the ability to provide 
their cat with the required social and stimulating environment to avoid common problem behaviours 
developing. Prevention is always better than cure.  

__________ 

                                               Advanced Feline Behaviour – Diploma (level 4)  
  
As a result of popular demand this programme has been introduced to allow students of Feline 
Behaviour and Psychology to progress their studies to a higher level. The course is aimed at those 
planning to work with cats or those already working with cats on a professional basis although it would 
also be of interest to those cat owners who want an in depth knowledge of cat behaviour. (e-course 
price £359.46 plus reg fee—band D, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  
  

Modules 
  
1. The Effects of Domestication. The domestication of cats has had an influence, not only on the 
appearance of cats but also how they behave. This module examines how these changes have occurred 
and what impact they have had on the cat’s existence. 
2. The Feline Brain and Senses. The fundamentals of the feline brain are explained and how the senses 
have evolved over time alongside the cat’s ability to survive in the wild. 
3. Internal Influences on Behaviour. Developmental psychology, the role of hormones, hunger, 
reproduction and health all have an effect on behaviour and priorities alter as the cat matures. 
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4. External Influences on Behaviour. The external environment also has a direct effect on the cat’s 
behaviour, everything from where it lives to the weather and its social interactions. 
5. Identifying Causes of Problem Behaviour. This module discusses how some of the more common 
unwanted behaviours might develop. 
6. Dealing with Problem Behaviour. Finally some suggestions are offered to deal with unwanted 
behaviours although this module will stress the need to deal with the causes rather than symptoms.  

__________ 
 

Equine Studies - Diploma (level 2) 
  
The aim of this course is to provide students with a useful grounding for further studies on the subject of 
horses, their care and behaviour. Students will study how to identify common health problems and 
understand their nutritional requirements as well as understanding a little of equine origins. (e-course 
price £292.44 plus reg fee—band B, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  
  
Course Modules 
  
1. Equine Origins and Anatomy. This module looks at the evolutionary history of the horse and its wild 
relatives. It also covers classification and how the horse is ‘built’, from skeleton to heart and lungs and 
how it all ‘works’. 
2. Equine Reproduction. The mechanics of the reproductive process including the development of the 
foetus and birth form the structure of this module.  
3. Equine Nutrition. This module looks at the nutritional requirements of the horse and how they 
change, not only on the age of the animal but how active it is and what it is required to do.  
4. Common Health Problems. Common health and physical problems are examined along with  
discussion of some hereditary conditions and how to identify them.  
5. Responsible Horse Ownership. The reason behind this module is to help an owner not only choose 
the right horse for them but to ensure that, once bought the horse has all its needs catered for and 
problems often associated with ownership can be avoided.  
6. Introduction to Equine Behaviour. This module serves as an introduction to the huge subject of 
equine behaviour that will be a course in its own right in the future. 

_________ 
 

Equine Behaviour and Psychology - Diploma (level 2) 
 

As well as an enjoyable course this is designed to be a serious introduction to the fascinating subject of 
equine behaviour. Obviously the subject matter is enormous and it would be impossible to cover it all in 
a course of this size but if you have never studied psychology before this is a good place to start. (e-
course price £329.46 plus reg fee—band C, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  
  

Course modules 
 

1. Ways of Explaining Equine Behaviour. This module explains a little of the history of psychology, how 
behaviour comes about, how much of it is instinctive and how much is learned. It also shows how to 
reference books and articles in your written work.  
2. Sexual Behaviour and Foaling. Understanding sexual maturity and behaviour that leads to courtship 
rituals and mating are covered in this module. The pregnant mare, birth and associated behaviours are 
also discussed.  
3. Foal and Young Horse Behaviour and Psychology. Not only does this module discuss what the new-
born foal can and cannot do, it will follow the development of early behaviour and the importance of 
early learning including exploration and play.  
4. The Behaviour and Psychology of the Adult Horse. This module looks at the continued development 
of the young horse into adulthood and some of the ‘hurdles’ along the way, how he might respond and 
how the early learning will affect adult behaviour.  
5. Unusual Equine Behaviour. The difference between abnormal and unusual behaviour is examined 
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and possible causes are discussed.  
6. Avoiding Problem Behaviour. The aim of this module is to equip students with the ability to provide 
their horse with the required social and stimulating environment to avoid common problem behaviours 
developing. Prevention is always better than cure.  

  
British Wild Mammals - Diploma (level 2) 

  
This course is for those who want to know more about our rich and varied mammal British wildlife, 
much of which often goes unseen or is sadly taken for granted. (e-course price £292.44 plus reg fee—
band B, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  
Course modules 
  
1. The Insect Eaters (Insectivores). Hedgehogs, moles and shrews make up this interesting little group 
despite being partial to worms they are classified as insect eaters. 
2. Bats (Chiroptera). The only group of mammals that can sustain flight by the flapping of wings and 
there are several species in Britain. 
3. Rats and Mice (Rodents). The rodents are arguably some of the most adapted species for survival and 
there are several species living not to far from any of us.  
4. The Hunters (Carnivores). Although many of the animals already mentioned hunt for their food these 
are the true carnivores, the foxes, badgers, stoats, weasels, seals and more.  
5. Deer (Cervidae). As the wild and uninhabited areas of Britain shrink the population of deer species 
has dwindled over time but there are still many to be found outside wildlife parks.  
6. Rabbits and Hares (Lagomorphs) and introduced mammals. Despite only being in Britain for around 
2000 years rabbits, like rodents are great survivors and are a common sight in the countryside, hares are 
less frequently seen or are often mistaken for rabbits. This module will also cover some of the common 
and not so common introductions such as coypus, mink, grey squirrel and wallabies.         

__________ 
 

Farm Animal Behaviour - Diploma (level 2) 
 

As this course covers such a large subject there are more modules than normal, module 1 and any five 
further modules are required for a certificate to be issued. It is designed to be helpful to the farming 
community as well as those who may be considering taking up a smallholding or even keeping 
domesticated animals for their own enjoyment. (e-course price for 6 modules £292.44 plus reg fee—
band B, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)   

 
Course Modules 

 
1. The Domestic Farm Animal. This module introduces the course with the history of farm animals, 
describing the origins and purpose of the creatures we farm today. 
2. Cattle. Whether raised for meat or milk, herds of cattle are a familiar sight around Britain and their 
behaviour is quite fascinating. 
3. Sheep. Sheep have changed in appearance dramatically over the centuries but their behaviour seems 
relatively unchanged. 
4. Pigs. Like sheep the farmed pig shows little resemblance to its ancestors and as boar is now back on 
the list of farmed animals they make an interesting comparison. 
5. Horses. As with many of the other species on this course horses have been a familiar sight on farms 
for centuries, as a means of power, transport and even food. 
6. Farmed Birds. This module covers the familiar chickens, turkeys ducks and geese but also looks at, 
pheasants, partridges, Guinea fowl and more. 

 7. Fish. The rise in aquaculture over recent years has inspired this module when it could have been a 
course in itself. It covers many species from trout to barramundi and some of the many shellfish species 
that are now farmed. 
8. Recent animals. Ostrich, deer, llama and more relatively unusual animals that have recently arrived 
on British farms are covered here. 
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__________ 
 

Small Mammal Care - Diploma (level 1) 
  
The Small Mammal Care programme has been developed for those who want to know more about the 
care of particular species of domestic pets. It is not necessary to do all the modules if certain animals do 
not interest you although all will be required for an Institute certificate. (e-course price £284.76 plus reg 
fee—band A, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  
Course Modules 
  
1. Rabbits    2. Guinea Pigs  
3. Hamsters   4. Rats and Mice  
5. Gerbils and Jirds   6. Chinchillas, Ferrets and Chipmunks  
  
Each module will contain details of the animals’ origins and their natural habitat and diet. It will also 
discuss health issues including vaccinations, reproduction, any grooming, nail care and dental care that 
might be needed along with suitable accommodation and manufactured foods.  

__________ 
 

Herpetology - Diploma (level 2) 
  

The study of amphibians and reptiles is a subject that has been asked about frequently. It deals with the 
characteristics, biology, interesting facts and some behaviour of these creatures, some of which are 
commonly known and others that are quite rare and strange. This course only deals with these 
fascinating creatures in their wild habitats, a separate course deals with their husbandry in captivity. (e-
course price £329.46 plus reg fee—band C, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  
 

Course Modules 
 

1. Frogs and Toads. From the common to the exotic, the harmless to the deadly poisonous and the dull 
to the vividly coloured . Examples of all are covered.  
2. Salamanders, Newts and Caecilians. These species appear to have evolved somewhere between the 
frogs and toads and lizards, this module explains more.  
3. Lizards and Amphisbaenids. Most people will know what a typical lizard looks like but the curiously 
named ‘snake lizards’ (amphisbaenids) are neither snake nor lizard.  
4. Snakes and Tuataras. This module could easily have been two but these two groups have been put 
together to maintain the six module format.  
5. Turtles. Everything from the giant leatherbacks to the pet tortoise and terrapins are covered here. 
6. Crocodilians. There are several different species of crocodilians which have changed little in the 
course of their evolution, find out more about these highly successful animals. 

__________ 
 

Introduction to Ecology - Diploma (level 1) 
 

This course moves away from studies that are purely focussed on animals to look at the environments 
that support them. Animals will inevitably feature as they have an impact on the environment in the 
same way that the environment affects animal individuals and populations. As it is an introductory 
course it is open to everyone that feels they may gain something from it. (e-course price £284.76 plus 
reg fee—band A, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  
 

Course Modules 
  
1. What is Ecology? This introductory module sets the scene for the rest of the course, it describes how 
the environment is categorised and explains ecosystems. It also suggests the sort of basic equipment 
that is used to explore the environment.  
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2. The Balance of Nature. Continuing on from the previous module this completes the ecosystem theme 
and introduces the factors that limit the number of species that any such ecosystem can support.  
3. Communities. Technical ‘jargon’ is put into understandable language in this module. The student will 
come away knowing what is meant by such phrases as: ‘biotic community’, ‘cyclic changes’, ecological 
succession’ and more.  
4. Habitats and Niches. Where does the energy for ‘life’ come from and why do certain areas favour 
certain species? These questions are answered and the effect that removing one species might have on 
others in the same area.  
5. Biomes of the World. Different types of environment are broken down into categories, these 
categories are explained in this module.  
6. Biogeochemical Cycles made easy. Once again technical language is de-mystified and the last module 
of the course offers some simple practical suggestions are made concerning the contributions we can all 
make towards conservation.                                              

__________ 
 

Parrot Studies and Behaviour - Diploma (level 2) 
  
This programme has been developed for the parrot enthusiast and novice alike, it condenses much of 
the information only available from a multitude of books and leaflets that are often contradictory into 
one enlightening text. (e-course price £292.42 plus reg fee—band B, see pages 25 & 26 for further 
options)  
  

Course Modules 
  
1. What are parrots? The introductory module looks at where the various parrot families fit into the bird 
world, discussing what is and what is not a parrot.  
2. Different types of parrot. Following on the theme of module one this looks in more depth at the 
various different types of parrot from around the world.  
3. Parrot behaviour. This module discusses the differences in behaviour that might be exhibited by 
parrots in the wild and parrots in our homes.  
4. Parrot characteristics. This module covers everything from feathers to claws.  
5. Responsible parrot ownership. What everyone should know about keeping parrots in captivity in 
order to provide a healthy and stimulated environment.  
6. Behaviour problems and solutions. Whilst not attempting to produce a qualified animal behaviour  
consultant this module will introduce the student to some basic techniques in dealing with some 
common problem behaviours.                                             

__________ 
 

Birds of Prey - Diploma (level 2) 
 

The birds of prey diploma covers raptors world-wide, their habitats, characteristics, origins and some of 
their behaviours form the content of this course that has been introduced by popular demand. It could 
be argued that all birds are beautiful but this group seem to capture the imagination more than many. 
(e-course price £292.42 plus reg fee—band B, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  
  

Course Modules 
  
1. Origins and characteristics. This module looks at where the raptors fit into the bird world, how they 
have evolved and what makes them different to all other birds.  
2. Eagles. Often adopted as a symbol of power around the globe, this module will explain why these 
birds enjoy such special status.  
3. Hawks. This and the next module will explain the differences between these two groups of birds. 
Despite these differences they both have a long history of hunting with humans .  
4. Falcons. Renowned for their speed in flight, these raptors cannot soar but need to continually flap 
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their wings to stay in the air.  
5. Owls. These unusually featured birds appear around the world in a huge range of shapes and sizes, 
from a tiny Scops owl to the majestic Eagle owl  
6. Vultures. This group of birds is often not regarded as a typical raptor, but you may also be surprised 
to learn that African and South American vultures are not related.  

__________ 
 

Avian Studies (Ornithology) - Diploma (level 2) 
 

This programme looks at the broader world of ornithology and seeks to categorise all the different 
forms of birds that are found around the world today. It discusses where they are found, characteristics 
and many other interesting facts. Anyone wanting to work with birds in a private or public collection 
would find this course very useful. This large subject is covered in two, four module certificate courses 
that can be combined to make a diploma. (e-course price £194.96 plus reg fee—band B1 each part, see 
pages 25 & 26 for further options)  

Course modules 
Part 1. 
 

1. Evolution, classification and anatomy. This introduction to the course looks at birds in general, how 
they are officially classified and what there origins are, also the characteristics that all birds share in one 
form or another. The following modules discuss and investigate the rather more specialised 
characteristics of different groups of birds as each of the module titles suggest. 
2. Raptors.     3. Land birds (1) (Non-passerines) 
4. Land birds (2) (Passerines)  
  
Part 2 
 
5. Freshwater birds (Part1)   6. Seabirds  
7. Flightless birds    8. Freshwater birds (Part 2) 

___________ 
 

Professional Programmes 
  
The Compass professional programmes are designed specifically for those wanting to make a career 
out of working with animals in a range of occupations. 
  

Professional Pet Sitter – Diploma (level 2)  
  
This course has been produced for those wishing to work in the pet sitting business. It is designed to be 
the most comprehensive and relevant course of its kind having been written by animal professionals 
who have employed a range of sitters for many years for a wide range of animals. House security and 
the animals’ wellbeing is a huge responsibility and should be taken seriously. Part one of this course is 
mandatory, a selection of a minimum of two modules must be taken from part two to complete the 
qualification. Species studied will be listed on the Compass certificate. (e-course price £292.42 plus reg 
fee—band B, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  
  

Part 1. 1. House security.  
 2. Animal Law 
 3. Animal First Aid 
 4. Dog care  or cat care 

  
Part 2. 
1. Cat care or dog care  5. Chinchillas, Ferrets and Chipmunks 
2. Rabbit and Guinea Pig care  6. Tropical and cold water fish 
3. Rats and Mice   7. Exotics 
4. Hamsters Gerbils and Jirds 
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__________ 
 

Professional Dog Walker – Diploma (level 2) 
  
With the rise in popularity and necessity of dog walkers as a vital service to many dog owners it is 
important that the owner has the reassurance that the walker knows what they are doing and their dog 
is in safe hands. This course provides the walker with essential knowledge to carry out that task. (e-
course price £292.42 plus reg fee—band B, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  
  
1. Canine Anatomy   4. Canine Law 
2. Canine Form and Function  5. Canine First Aid 
3. Canine Body language  6. Canine aggression 

__________ 
 

Professional Kennel Operator - Diploma (level 2) 
 

The Kennel Operator Diploma covers the essential information that is required to successfully run the 
dog aspects of a kennels (business studies are not covered). It is recommended that successful students 
should consider further studies as career development with the Canine Communication and Canine 
Aggression programmes. (e-course price £292.42 plus reg fee—band B, see pages 25 & 26 for further 
options)  
  
1. Canine nutrition   4. Canine behaviour 
2. Canine first aid   5. Common health problems 
3. Canine law   6. Kennel health and hygiene  

_________ 
 

Animal Care, Welfare and Husbandry Diploma (level 3) 
  
The Animal Care Welfare and Husbandry Diploma programme has been developed for those who want 
to know more about the care of particular species of domestic pets and are planning to work in a pet 
store or animal rescue centre. It will also be a very useful introduction to further study for those wishing 
to embark on a career as an animal care assistant. It is a very comprehensive programme that is 
unrivalled in the sector. 
Modules 1 and 2 are compulsory. Four from the remaining 6 must also be completed. Each module will 
contain details of the animals’ husbandry including health issues, vaccinations, reproduction, any 
grooming, nail care and dental care that might be needed along with suitable accommodation and diet. 
(e-course price £292.42 plus reg fee—band B, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  
  
 1. Dog Care    
 2. Cat Care 

3. Small Mammals part 1 (Rabbits, Guinea Pigs and Hamsters) 
4. Small Mammals part 2 (Rats, Mice, Ferrets and others) 
5. Exotics Care (Reptiles, Amphibians and Invertebrates) 
6. Fish Care (Tropical and freshwater) 
7. Horse Care 
8. Bird Care    

__________ 
 

 

Professional Pet Care and Veterinary Practice Assistant Diploma (level 3/4) 
 

This course has been developed for those who want to work with animals in a veterinary setting. It 
covers all the topics that are in the BVNA Animal Nursing Assistant course with the exception of the 
work experience and practical related subjects. The first part will be particularly useful for any one 
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caring for a range of animals in a professional capacity the second part is aimed specifically at the 
veterinary practice assistant. 
This a particularly detailed and comprehensive course that is unrivalled in the world of home study. 
(Part 1 e-course price £329.46 plus reg fee—band C, Part 2 e-course price £359.46 plus reg fee Band D, 
see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  . This course attracts an additional £25.00  Lantra accreditation 
fee. 

Course Modules 
Part 1 
  
1. Introduction to common Animal Species. Includes a history of pet keeping. Common species that are 
kept as pets – dogs, cats, rabbits, guinea pigs, gerbils, rats, mice, fish, birds. Including different breeds 
and popularity of different types of pets. Basics of caring for them in terms of housing and 
their requirements in terms of social needs.  
2. Body systems of common pet animals. Basic anatomy and physiology of the species introduced in 
module 1.  
3. Animal health and Hygiene. Looking after the different species of pets (including preventative 
healthcare, teeth trimming, nail trimming etc), grooming and feeding, vaccinations (where required) 
and parasite control. 
4. First aid, handling and restraint . This module covers topics such as signs of ill health, when 
veterinary treatment is required, basic first aid, how to hold different types of animals for examination.  
5. Welfare Issues and Organisations. Topics such as how welfare is assessed in animals and what 
constitutes poor welfare and a good standard of welfare. The major organisations involved in animal 
welfare and what to do in the event of needing to report cases to organisations. Ways of improving 
welfare in captive animals.  
6. Animal Law . UK legislation regarding the keeping of animals, sale of animals, transportation of 
animals, and legislation relating to veterinary treatment of animals.  
  
Part 2 
  
1. Disease control. This module covers common disease causing agents and how they spread. It also 
outlines methods that are used to prevent the spread of disease. 
2. Pre and post operative care. The care an animal receives before and after surgery will have a 
significant effect on ease and success of recovery making this very important. 
3. Young and geriatric care. The type of care an animal receives is also dependent on its age related 
requirements which are outlined in this module. 
4. Admin, Health and Safety and veterinary terminology. Working in a veterinary practice includes 
many important aspects that are not directly involved with animals but are equally important. 
5. Animal Welfare Act.  This module develops the theme of mod 6 (part 1) and looks specifically at  this 
most important piece of legislation. 
6. Anaesthesia and surgical equipment. Finally the course introduces  some of the surgical equipment 
that will be encountered and the procedures involved in anaesthesia. 

__________ 
 

Professional Rescue Dog Handler - Diploma (level 2) 
  
The Rescue Dog Handler Diploma covers the essential information that is required to successfully work 
in a rescue kennel. It is recommended that successful students should consider further studies as career 
development with the Canine Communication and Canine Aggression programmes. (e-course price 
£194.96 plus reg fee for each stage—band B, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  
 

Course modules 
 
1. Canine first aid    4. Canine aggression 
2. Common health problems   5. Unusual behaviour 
3. Canine body language   6. Dog training  
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Short Courses (Certificates) 

 
Certificate courses are short, two module courses designed to be an introduction to their subject. They 
are certificated by Compass and IACE and are ideal to combine to form a combined studies programme. 
Anybody completing a certificate course then going on to another will not be required to pay a second 
registration fee.                            

__________ 
  

Certificate - Canine First Aid (level 2) 
  
Canine first aid is important for all people working with dogs in any professional capacity as well as 
private owners. This individual course is in more depth than individual modules that cover the subject in 
other courses. (e-course £97.48 plus reg fee—band B, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  
  
1. Principles of first aid (part 1) The first part of the course covers the principles of first aid, checking 
the dog’s vital signs and what is needed for a first aid kit. 
2. Principles of first aid (part 2)  This part covers how to recognise different injuries, dress wounds and 
how to deal with a range of common circumstances requiring first aid for dogs. 
         __________ 
  

Certificate - Canine Behaviour (level 1) 
 

This programme provides a foundation for further study on the canine behaviour and psychology  
diploma course. (e-course price £94.92 plus reg fee—band A, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  
  

Course modules 
  
1. The dog as a social animal. Puppy behaviour from birth to six months and adolescence, the canine 
equivalent of being a teenager. Comparisons between the sexes and neutered and entire dogs and 
bitches.  
2. Communication. How upbringing affects a dog’s future behaviour. This section will cover some of 
those strange things dogs do such as herding people on a walk, and burying food in the garden.   

__________ 
 

Certificate - Canine Care (level 1) 
 

This course has been designed with the new dog owner in mind. The course is also useful for kennel 
maids or those working in the animal care industry. (e-course price £94.92 plus reg fee—band A, see 
pages 25 & 26 for further options)   
  

Course modules 
 
1. The early days. Everything from choosing a puppy to exercise and basic training, it also covers routine 
vaccinations and parasite control before introducing balanced diets.  
2. Continued health. This covers topics such as carrying out a health check to first aid. It also looks at 
nutritional and other disorders, grooming and how things change as the dog ages. 

__________ 
 

Certificate – Canine Nutrition (level 2) 
  
This programme is designed to explain what the dog’s digestive system needs and how natural and 
commercially produced foods satisfy that requirement. The course is designed to be used as career 
development for those working with dogs and responsible for feeding regimes. (e-course £97.48 plus 
reg fee—band B, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  
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Course modules 

  
1 The Digestive system and Nutrients. This module describes the complete digestive system and 
explains what key nutrients are and the part they play in diet. 
2. Natural Diet and Commercial Foods. Comparisons are made between various diets to equip the 
student to make informed decisions about what suits a dog’s dietary needs best.       

__________ 
 

                                                          Certificate - How Dogs Learn (level 2)  
  
This short course is designed for those who want an insight into the psychology of learning in dogs. It 
provides a useful starting point for people with some experience but no studies to support that 
knowledge. (e-course £97.48 plus reg fee—band B, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  
  

Course modules 
 

1. Psychological principles. Here we explain some of the terminology used to describe how the dog 
learns and how different types of learning will be more successful than others. 
2. Principles into practice. This module follows the theme started in module 1 and concentrates on the 
type of learning that is most commonly used in training and behaviour management.  

__________ 
 

Certificate – Puppy Training (level 2) 
 

This short course will be of use not only to the trainer as a framework for puppy classes but also the 
individual who wants to start their puppy off well on the route to good behaviour. This course supports 
the KCAI Scheme. (e-course £97.48 plus reg fee—band B, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  

 
Course modules 

 
1. Puppy Manners. Explains how training goes beyond simply getting the puppy to respond to 
commands, How he behaves in the home environment depends so much on how he is treated. 
2. Socialisation. What constructive socialisation consists of, when and how it should happen along with 
early training and training aids. 

__________ 
 

Certificate - Feline Behaviour (level 1) 
 

As with the canine equivalent this course provides a lead into the feline behaviour and psychology 
course. (e-course price £94.92 plus reg fee—band A, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  
  

Course modules 
  
1. The cat’s development. This covers an introduction to the cat's evolution and its links to its wild 
ancestors, the cat as a social animal, the development of the cat and its behaviour from birth to 
maturity including the changes that occur along the way due to hormonal changes.  
2. Communication. Communication between cats and between owners and their cats, and an 
introduction to the way life experiences can affect a cat's behaviour and why problem behaviour might 
occur. Also the differences between the sexes, the differences between neutered and un-neutered cats, 
the process of mating and giving birth.         
 __________ 
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Certificate – Feline Nutrition (level 2) 

 
This programme is designed to explain what the cat’s digestive system needs and how natural and 
commercially produced foods satisfy that requirement. This course will serve as career development for 
anyone working in feline care. (e-course £97.48 plus reg fee—band B, see pages 25 & 26 for further 
options)  

 
Course modules 

  
1. The Digestive system and Nutrients. This module describes the complete digestive system and 
explains what key nutrients are and the part they play in diet. 
2. Natural Diet and Commercial Foods. Comparisons are made between various diets to equip the 
student to make informed decisions about what suits a cat’s dietary needs best. 

__________ 
 

Certificate – Feline Care (level 1) 
  
This course has been designed with the new cat owner in mind. The course is also useful for cattery staff 
or those working in the animal care industry. (e-course price £94.92 plus reg fee—band A, see pages 25 
& 26 for further options)  

 
Course modules 

 
1. The early days. Everything from choosing a kitten and exercise, it also covers routine vaccinations and 
parasite control before introducing balanced diets.  
2. Continued health. This covers topics such as carrying out a health check to first aid. It also looks at 
nutritional and other disorders, grooming and how things change as the cat ages. 

__________ 
 

Certificate—Feline First Aid (level 2) 
  
Feline first aid is important for all people working with cats in any professional capacity as well as private 
owners. This individual course is in more depth than individual modules that cover the subject in other 
courses. (e-course £97.48 plus reg fee—band B, see pages 25 & 26 for further options)  

 
Course modules 

  
1.Principles of first aid (part 1) The first part of the course covers the principles of first aid, checking 
the cat’s vital signs and what is needed for a first aid kit. 
2.  Principles of first aid (part 2)  This part covers how to recognise different injuries, dress wounds and 
how to deal with a range of common circumstances requiring first aid for cats. 

__________ 
 

Certificate – Bird behaviour (level 1) 
  
This course is designed with the aim of bringing an awareness and a primary understanding of a 
selection of birds and their behaviour to the student. It will introduce some of the more recognisable 
garden birds as well as some less well known species. Anyone wanting to work with birds in a private or 
public collection would find this course very useful.  (e-course price £94.92 plus reg fee—band A, see 
pages 25 & 26 for further options)  
 

Course modules 
  
1. Characteristics, feeding and communication. The student will be introduced to the subject of how a 
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bird’s physical characteristics indicate how it lives, feeds and flies. Also communication and the senses 
will be covered. 
2. Social behaviour. Cooperation, raising young and surviving extremes are just some of the topics 
covered in this module. 

__________ 
 

Certificate—Rabbit Care (level 1) 
  
This course is designed to suit the needs of rabbit owners, those working in the pet industry  including 
pet shops, pet rescue and pet boarding. (e-course price £94.92 plus reg fee—band A, see pages 25 & 26 
for further options)  

Course modules 
  
1. Owning a Rabbit. Everything from choosing a suitable breed and its housing to feeding, general care 
and litter training. 
2. Rabbit health care. Carrying out health checks, grooming and parasite awareness along with first aid 
and care for the elderly rabbit. 

__________ 
 

CLAWS Courses 
  
The Centre for Legislation and Animal Welfare Studies runs the following courses through Compass. For 
an information leaflet detailing course content and prices please contact Compass. 
  
Animal Welfare Legislation   Basic Health and Nursing parts 1 and 2 
  
Keeping Exotics    Introduction to Animal Care 
  
  
  

 
Further information 

 
Combined Studies 

 
It has recently been agreed by the Institute for Animal Care Education that modules from different 
courses can be selected to ‘tailor make’ courses that suit the needs of individuals. Each case is 
considered on its own merits and will need to be discussed and approved for certification. Please phone 
for more details.  

  

Course Fees 
  

All students are required to pay a registration fee of £27.60 (inc VAT). This includes one year’s student 
membership of IACE or ISAP, IACE or ISAP certification and Compass certification. Students carrying on 
to subsequent courses only need to pay a reduced registration fee of £13.50 (inc VAT) for those courses. 
Please note that  certification fees for courses externally moderated by awarding bodies other than IACE 
and ISAP may also be levied (eg Lantra Awards). Whichever way you choose to pay do not forget to add 
the registration fee.  Courses can be paid for by the module or in full at the outset. 
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 Methods of payment 
  
Payment is accepted by cheque, most major credit and debit cards, or postal orders, and Paypal, we can 
also arrange for standing orders to spread the costs if you wish (please ask).  

  
e-courses 

  
‘e-courses’ are those that have been converted to be delivered by email only. They are a lower price 
than the traditional, hard copy version (see next page) and there are no delays in the postal system. This 
type of course is particularly suited to the overseas student. All the courses are now available in e-
format. 

  
Prices valid until April 2012 including VAT at 20% 

  
Price Band Module price Whole course   Price Band 

e-courses 
Module price Whole course 

A £55.86 £317.16 A-e £50.46 £284.76 

A1 £55.86         

B £57.14 £324.31 B-e £51.74 £292.44 

B1 £57.14 £216.56 B1-e £51.74 £194.96 

C £63.31 £361.86 C-e £57.91 £329.46 

C1 £63.31 £241.25 C1-e £57.91 £219.64 

D £68.31 £391.86 D-e £62.91 £359.46 

E £79.51 £918.12 E-e £74.11 £853.32 

 
Note: Certificate courses if paid in full are: band Ae £94.92, band A - £105.72, band Be £97.48 and band 
B- £108.28 (plus registration fee). For savings on CLAWS course fees please call the office for advice. 

  
Overseas students 

  
Whilst students who are studying from outside Britain are particularly welcome there has to be a £4.50 
(inc VAT) postal surcharge to each module. This charge does not apply to e-courses. Payments can be 
accepted in Sterling or Euros, please ask for our Euro price list. 
  

Compass Book Shop 
  
Compass now has an account with a leading book wholesaler and is able to supply books to students at 
normal retail price plus a £1.00 contribution towards post and packing to UK addresses (post and 
packing costs to overseas addresses on request). Any profits go towards the upkeep of the animal 
sanctuary.  
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 Format of the Courses 
  
There are no essays required for any of the Compass courses. Each course is divided into modules with 
course notes provided for each one. Within the notes are module questions that will normally require 
additional research to answer. There is generally one larger project per module and finally revision 
questions that can be answered using the module notes. Once the questions have been answered send 
your work for marking to your tutor in the folder supplied or by email. A report is then produced for you 
highlighting any strengths and weaknesses (if any) in your work in a student log-book. This is then all 
returned to you along with the next module. You do not need to do all of the modules, if you are only 
interested in certain topics then Compass will still provide you with a certificate stating what you have 
successfully completed.  

  
  

Speed of Study 
  
It is possible to complete any of the courses at a rate of one module a month, however experience tells 
us that you should allow a little longer. It is entirely up to you how fast you work and this will depend on 
your own personal commitments, all we ask is that you contact your tutor once a month. We do not set 
deadlines and try to be as flexible as possible with our students.  
  

Tutor Support 
  
You will be allocated a personal tutor when you register. The tutor’s job is not only to mark your work 
but also to provide academic support and guidance if required. He or she will be available to answer 
queries by phone (not after 9pm please) or e-mail. In the unfortunate circumstances that a student’s 
work falls below the required standard it will be returned (usually following a discussion) in order that 
the student can re-submit the work before the mark is recorded. All tutors are experts in the field and 
many also have teaching qualifications and experience. 
  
Compass tutors are all professionally qualified, many have at least a degree or are qualified teachers in 
addition to having practical experience of their chosen subject. This is yet another area that Compass 
rates higher than its competitors who often rely simply on the experience of their tutors with little or no 
academic achievement to support them or teaching qualifications and training. 
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Broad Guide to Levels of Study (UK) 

  
  
  
  

  

School/College  NVQ/SVQ  BTEC  Levels  Compass  

Foundation 
Degree  

SVQ 4  HND  Five  Adcbm  

  NVQ 4  HNC  Four  Advab  

A Level  
Scottish Higher  

Advanced 
NVQ/SVQ 3   

Level 3 
Certificate/  

Diploma   

Three  Cynoc Anwel  
Intab  

  
  
GCSE  
GradeA-C  
  
Credit Standard  
Grade  

  
  
  

Intermediate  
NVQ/SVQ 2  

  
  

Level 2  
Certificate/  

Diploma  

  
  
  

Two  

Canbp Equbp  
Cansc Bigcs  
Felsc Primc  
Equsc Marsc  
Ancar Parsc  
Wolfs Herpc  
Canph Felbp  
Bofpc Exotc  

GCSE  
Grade D-G  
Gen Standard 
Grade  

  
Foundation  

    
One  

Fouas Smacc  
Ecosc Brimc  
Bhanc  

 
  

The information on this table is taken from the National Qualifications Framework as published by 
the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority. It shows where Compass courses fit into the structure 
of education in Britain 
  
  
  (For more detail see: The structure of the NQF at:  www.qca.org.uk ) 
  
  

  

  

http://www.qca.org.uk/
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Course Registration Form 
 
Course applied for        State ‘e-version’ if 
appropriate. 
 
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms  
 
Surname  
 
Forename  
 
Address  
 
 
 
Post / Zip code  
 
Country  
 
E-mail address  
 
Telephone Number  
 
Occupation  
 
Under “NOTES” please explain why you want to undertake this course of study.  
You may also indicate if there are any special needs that need to be taken into consideration.  
 
Where did you hear about the course?  
 
I wish to pay for the cost of registration (£27.60) plus:  
 
a) the full course  
b) the first module. (delete as appropriate)  
 
Payment by cheque: I enclose a cheque for £ ……………(cheques made payable to Compass Education Ltd) 
 
Payment by PayPal of £………….to follow. 
 
Payment by credit card: Please charge £ ……………..to my: Mastercard / Visa / Delta / Switch / JCB / Amex 
/ Diners  
 
Card Number:  
 
Security Number:  
 
Valid from:   Exp. date:   Switch issue no.   
 
Signed: Date:  
 
 
Post to: Compass Education and Training, Moss End, Corsock,  
Castle Douglas, UK DG7 3ED  Tel: 0845 458 5981 or international: 0044 1644 440601 
Email: compass.ed@btinternet.com 
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Notes: 
 
 


